
Fly In, Fly Out   

AUTHOR: GEORGINA PENNEY 

Things I like by Georgina Penney 

My favorite destinations in Australia and why: 

I firmly believe the best places for people are purely individual 

and attached to the time that person went so I’m breaking the 

rules and doing a bit of time travel. 

Mullalloo beach in Perth circa 2005: Best. Beach. Ever. 

My now husband’s UNSW apartment in Sydney circa 2000: 

Dodgy housemates, dubious tidiness and an amazing man who 

cooked for me whenever I visited. What could be better? 

A newly plowed paddock, the middle of the night on a near-full 

moon in the Western Australian wheat belt circa 1993: Bare 

feet, squishy soil, paddocks lit up in full moon and a sea breeze 

all mixed with teenage hyperbole (currently being channeled). 

Margaret River any time: Amazing wine, gorgeous bush and it 

smells amazing. I feel like my battery recharges every time I visit. 

Byron Bay any time: A stunning location that crams in a fantastic cross-section of Australia in a messy-crazy mish-mash. 

And there’s whales swimming by. Who wouldn’t love a place with migrating whales? 

Anywhere with my wonderful friends: Where they are, I’m happy. 

  

My favourite songs and why 

Jolene by Dolly Parton - The first song I was given on tape. 

Judith by A Perfect Circle - Best song for editing ever made. 

Parenthesis by The Antlers - Gorgeous song for a rainy day. 

 I Wanna Be Loved By You by Marilyn Monroe - Best song for putting on a fabulous frock. 

Gay Bar by Electric Six - Best song for jumping around a room like a lunatic. 

Music To Make Love To Your Old Lady By: Lovage and Nathaniel Merriweather: Such a brilliant album, it’s a shame not to 

mention it in full! 

  

Favourite movies of all time and why 

Betty Blue:  One of the most gorgeous love stories ever written. Yes it’s a tragedy, but it’s French so that’s okay. 
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Jaws: It has sharks. I’m fascinated by sharks. The end. 

Amelie: For those warm fuzzy moments. 

Aliens: It has Aliens! 

Beneath Clouds: Ivan Sen’s use of the Australian landscape to tell a story is spellbinding. 

The Fast and The Furious: It has fast cars! I like fast cars! 

Gentlemen Prefer Blondes: It’s an unsurpassed intelligent romantic comedy. 

  

Five amazing women in the public eye who have most inspired me. 

Betty Dodson: An octogenarian sexual awareness campaigner who isn’t shy about telling you what she thinks you should 

do with that junk in your trunk. 

Helen Razer: The first ever (utterly hilarious) feminist voice I heard through the airwaves on Triple J as a kid. 

Caitlin Moran: Because she wrote about getting off to Jilly Cooper’s The Riders and she can make her post-pregnancy 

tummy do a smiley face. 

Maria Bamford: One of the funniest and most honest comedians you’ll find today/ever. 

Liz Byrski: An amazing writer and the lecturer that sent me on my way with the knowledge that I had something to say. 

  

The books that have inspired me most and why 

The Twits by Roald Dahl - Sometimes kids need to know that adults can be twits! 

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby by Charles Dickens: I read this book when I was eight and the tale of triumph 

over a difficult childhood was probably one of the biggest influences on my early life. 

Scandal by Amanda Quick: Historical romance with an academic heroine, an intelligent non-perfect hero, imperfect sex and 

the lesson that eccentricity and lack of physical perfection is something to be embraced. 

A Fine Balance by Rohinton Mistry: Anna Karenina in India. Beautiful characterization and stunning scene writing. 

On Beauty by Zadie Smith: She wrote a romance-non-romance in the literary world and got away with it. It has everything. 

Great characterization, great conflict and a hilariously barbed take on academia. 

Dance, Dance, Dance by Haruki Murakami: Got me into Japanese fiction a decade ago and I haven’t looked back. 

Anything by PG Wodehouse or Terry Pratchett. These guys write my comfort reading and I don’t go anywhere without 

something they’ve written, be it in print form or audio. 

  

 



The five things you’ll find me doing if I’m not writing. 

Travelling: People are fascinating, their stories are even more fascinating and I try and collect as many as I can. 

Cooking: There’s something so creative about it... Who am I kidding? I just enjoy messing up my kitchen. 

Eating: Wherever I am, you’ll find me scoping out the local cuisine. I’ll try anything. There’s nothing better than sitting back 

with a happy tummy... or a slightly disturbed tummy but knowing you gave something new a go! 

Talking: Anyone who’s started a conversation with me will know how hard it is to finish one! 

Snoozing: All my best ideas come from napping. I figure if I pass it off as meditation, it’s not skiving off, right? 

 


