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Teachers’ notes 
written by Andrea Blake  
 
 

Grace  
by Morris Gleitzman 

 
 
When Grace ‘starts doing sins’ she is not at all sure WHY these things are 
sins – after all, she is just doing what her Dad has taught her (‘to be true to my 
views’ p.8), her family’s ‘favourite thing’ (‘Asking questions and thinking about 
the answers.’ p.15). But no matter how she tries to explain herself, things 
keep getting worse and it seems everything she does, from her school project 
to helping “outsiders” at the scene of an accident, serves to anger the Elders 
even more. The “Elders” are the authority figures of the church to which Grace 
and her family belong. It is a church of many rules, enforcing the strict laws of 
a God with whom Grace has a much warmer, more understanding 
relationship. Grace’s different beliefs and desire to be so truthful have major 
repercussions for her father to whom she is very close. He has chosen a 
dangerous or uncomfortable path in many ways by encouraging Grace to be 
open-minded and reflective. His family has obligations to a church which 
expects conformity, demands adherence to gender roles and regulations -  
and knows only ITS worthy, obedient eleven thousand four hundred and 
twenty two “insiders” have a place in Heaven!  
 
But the way Grace and her Father are going, that number looks like 
diminishing. When Grace’s father is expelled from the Church, it sets off a 
dramatic and emotional chain of events with the ever resourceful and 
persistent Grace going to any and all lengths to try and keep contact with her 
Dad and reunite the family. Uncle Vern, Grandpop and Mr. Gosper dole out 
harsh then harsher punishments, ineffectively attempting to make a point and 
save this poor disobedient child from the unholy influences of her free-thinking 
Father. Mum is virtually powerless given she has already “lost” her husband 
and faces the threat of losing her children if she too rebels against the 
traditions of her upbringing. Luke and Mark, Grace’s little brothers, do plenty 
of “smiting” with plastic swords, which doesn’t help much, while her friends, 
Delilah and Liam, commiserate with considerable woe about Grace being ‘so 
totally judged’. Grace isn’t entirely on her own though. A few twists of fate (or 
maybe divine intervention) in the form of a junkyard owner, Mr. Denny, his 
sensitive son Kyle and a strange visiting kitten lead to salvation – not quite the 
kind the church Elders have in mind but definitely a ‘salvage’ operation. But 
just as things are looking up, Grace’s negotiations with God reach a crisis 
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point and she undertakes an ordeal that almost sees her testing out the 
mathematical beliefs about numbers who’ll get into heaven!  
 
Morris Gleitzman’s story is not intended to be a criticism of organized religion 
in general or an attack on Christianity. He points out in his end note that while 
not a practicing Christian, he cherishes the values and positive examples of 
Christianity he experienced in his own childhood. Indeed the story is told with 
great humour and sensitivity, exploring rather than judging the issues faced by 
a very thoughtful young girl in a strong lead role. Grace enables us to see the 
hypocrisy and rigidity of many adults in her world whose actions are the 
antithesis of what she believes in – not that she is always cogniscent of this 
fact as she is generally bewildered by the behaviours of those she is meant to 
respect and obey. Her capacity for genuine Christian charity and compassion 
stands in stark contrast to the attitudes and actions directed at her. Yet Grace 
is always able to find redeeming qualities in her critics and even to feel 
considerable sympathy towards them. Grace’s ability to look beyond the way 
things are, to try and understand the truth behind the reality, enables her to 
appreciate the difficult situations her detractors may be in and understand the 
negative impact of this on their own lives.  
 
Grace’s experiences test her faith to the limit and she endures several 
“ordeals” with results that she fears have led to ‘a serious loss of God’! Not so. 
She continues to find positive and proactive ways to handle everything - 
thanks mainly to some other significant adults who offer quite different role 
models. In the end, her faith is very comfortably intact and her all-important 
friendship with her God remains at the centre of her life.  
 
Could all the opposing forces, views and desires in this story be addressed so 
that everyone is happy? Maybe that is just not possible. Grace, however, 
does find peace. With her family reunited and some big changes in their lives, 
there is happiness and certainty in a place that truly does comfort, welcome 
and accept – plenty of questioning allowed!  
 
About the Literature response activities – Guidelines for 
Teachers 
 
To facilitate better differentiation using the Bloom’s question grid, Divergent 
Thinking table and Further Exploration Ideas, some suggestions are made 
below in relation to content, instructional and learning processes and 
student products. 
 
Provide pathways for all learners to respond to the novel by utilising these 
questions in a range of ways – For example:  

 Allow students to select freely from across the grid or within the 
table 

 Assign specific columns, sections, squares or rows in order to 
target particular skills or individual learning needs  

 Have students work in groups – mixed ability groups can take on a 
variety of tasks or like-minded groups can focus on certain 
columns/rows 
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 Set individual “contracts” for independent work on an agreed 
number of tasks in a given time frame   

 Negotiate how students wish to demonstrate outcomes or share 
what they have learned and created in response to the questions 

 Adapt tasks (modify or extend) or allow students to expand and 
elaborate as interest and enthusiasm dictate! 

 
• Responses to these questions should take a variety of forms, 

particularly for students whose writing or language skills are limited.  
 

• Make use of a range of graphic organizers (such as Fishbones, Mind 
Mapping, box diagrams and PMI/KLMs) to help students sort, format, 
label and structure their ideas – in words, images, phrases or as 
planners for longer written responses if students are ready to craft 
more complex pieces.  

 
• Encourage use of multimedia to expand the scope and versatility of 

these tasks. Students can create meaningful visual representations, 
integrating music in particular, to express ideas, feelings and opinions 
likely to be elicited by the rich concepts and complex issues within this 
novel.   

 
 
 
 
 


