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What is your new book about? 

Bradman's War is an ironic title: Don Bradman spent 
World War II as an invalid, while nearly all of the 
players in the famous 1948 series in England had been 
servicemen. Some were more involved in the war 
than others, fighting in the front line. Those who were 
most involved came back from battle with a new hope 
for how international cricket might be played: that it might not be 'war 
without the shooting', as it had been in the 1930s. Bradman, the player who 
had been least affected by the war personally, had other ideas. He wanted to 
resume cricket in a way that would give him vengeance for England's brutal 
tactics in the Bodyline series of 1932-33. The war seemed to have left some 
crucial part of him untouched. Because Bradman was so powerful, his 
determination to play cricket in this way spelt an end to the hopeful dawn the 
servicemen had envisaged, and in turn shaped the win-at-all-costs direction 
of top-level Australian sport ever since. 

What or who inspired it? 
It was inspired by the knowledge that the survivors of this era won't be with 
us for much longer. Since the 50th anniversary celebrations of the Invincibles 
in 1998, more than half of the Australian and English teams have passed 
away. When I started researching this book, only three Australian players and 
three English players from the 1948 series were still alive. Now, there are only 
two Australians (Neil Harvey and Arthur Morris) and one Englishman (John 
Dewes). It seemed important to speak to them (and Sam Loxton, who died a 
few months after our interview) to talk about 1948 before it's too late. 

What was the biggest challenge, writing it? 

The biggest challenge was refreshing a subject that has been covered often 
before. But in my research I discovered first-hand accounts of the tour, 
particularly on the English side but also from Australian players and 
eyewitnesses, that had been forgotten. English attitudes to the Invincibles 
were not as celebratory as they became in Australia. Nor were Australian 
attitudes, initially! The challenge then became how to air these accounts while 
retaining a balanced view of the team and its legacy. 

What did you want to achieve with your book? 



I wanted to explore the origins of the contemporary Australian way of 
playing cricket, and all sport. These origins are very much tied up with the 
most important Australian sportsman, Sir Donald Bradman. I felt that if 
Bradman was looked at in an unrealistically heroic way, as he often is, then 
we are in danger of losing the thread of our own history. The truth is that the 
way Australians play sport now, for better and for worse, was shaped by 
Bradman and his team in the aftermath of the Second World War. I wanted to 
honour this without glossing it over. 

Are there any parts of it that have special personal significance to you? 

It was a great pleasure and thrill to interview the surviving members of the 
1948 season. I could see that even though these men have talked about the 
tour many times before, they were transported back to their youth when 
talking about it again. To see them enjoying that so much was very moving 
for me. 

Who do you think will enjoy your book? 

I hope anyone interested in Australian history and Australian sport will enjoy 
this book, most of all people who understand that the present cannot be fully 
grasped unless we also grasp the past. 
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