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Prologue 

The image of the stockman, a solitary figure etched against an 

unforgiving landscape, has long been a cornerstone of the 

Australian character. Despite Australia now being a nation 

with a predominantly urban population, the notion of a lifestyle in which far horizons set no boundaries 

and where individual resourcefulness and resilience are challenged on a daily basis remains a deep-rooted 

part of what it means to be Australian. It's the best qualities of the stockmen and women that we aspire to 

and are inspired by. 

Over the last decade, it's been my privilege to draw together many stories of the outback and bush. 

Through several books the story of the stockmen has been a thread that weaves in and out of nearly every 

narrative. Sometimes they've taken centre stage. More often they've been a background presence, quietly 

getting on with the job while dramatic events unfolded around them. In a land of incredible extremes, 

they've faced perishing thirst in the arid 'dead heart' of central Australia. They've climbed steep and narrow 

tracks into the High Country to find summer pasture for cattle and sheep, while risking snowstorms that 

could sweep down without warning. They've crossed the entire continent with immense herds, traversing 

some of the loneliest places on Earth. 

The opportunity to draw all the stockmen's adventures together and celebrate them in word and image 

was too good to miss. It's a compelling tale, one that mixes triumph and tragedy, blood, sweat and steers. 

It extends from the hapless convicts of the First Fleet to the highly skilled mustering pilots of today. It 

embraces men and women of every race, religion and creed, for there has always been something truly 

democratic about the life of a stockman. It doesn't matter who you are; it's how good you are that's 

important. 

As the experience of stockmen becomes increasingly distant to those who dwell in the urban world, it's 

easy to romanticise their lives. The positive aspects readily stand out − horsemanship, freedom and 
friendship among them. However, sit down for a yarn with an old stockman and he'll recall the hardships – 

long, lonely journeys through dust, rain and cold, a job fraught with danger and sheer hard work. 

From the first stockmen chasing cattle on foot and fighting off bushrangers, to those who traded their 

stockwhips for rifles as they rode to defend their country in foreign battlefields, and on to the modern 

incarnation aloft in helicopters or launching motorcycles over a sand dune, the stockman has evolved 

almost beyond recognition. And yet the core qualities remain unchanged. They deal with any challenge that 

confronts them; they never give up. These are the attributes of stockmen in particular, and through them, 

Australia as a whole. It's what made us who we are. 

Part legend, part hero, an inspiring, charismatic figure, he's a knight in shining armour stripped to the 

essentials – an adventurous, confident, unpretentious symbol that is the pride of the nation. 
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