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Australian Curriculum: English Achievement Standard: Grade 6 

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing) 

By the end of Year 6, students understand how the use of text structures can achieve particular 
effects. They analyse and explain how language features, images and vocabulary are used by 
different authors to represent ideas, characters and events.  

Students compare and analyse information in different texts, explaining literal and implied meaning. 
They select and use evidence from a text to explain their response to it. They listen to discussions, 
clarifying content and challenging others’ ideas. 

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

Students understand how language features and language patterns can be used for emphasis. They 
show how specific details can be used to support a point of view. They explain how their choices of 
language features and images are used. 

Students create detailed texts elaborating on key ideas for a range of purposes and audiences. They 
make presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using a variety of 
strategies for effect. They demonstrate understanding of grammar, make considered choices from 
an expanding vocabulary, use accurate spelling and punctuation for clarity and make and explain 
editorial choices. 

(Underline added) 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Curriculum/F-10#level6 

English Content Descriptions can be found at: 

 Language: 

Expressing and developing ideas 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Understand
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Analyse
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Explain
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Represent
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Compare
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Analyse
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Select
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Explain
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Understand
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Explain
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Demonstrate
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Explain
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/English/Curriculum/F-10#level6


Understand how ideas can be expanded and sharpened through careful choice of verbs, elaborated 

tenses and a range of adverb groups/phrases (ACELA1523) 

Investigate how vocabulary choices, including evaluative language can express shades of meaning, 

feeling and opinion (ACELA1525) 

Literature 

Literature and Context 

Make connections between students’ own experiences and those of characters and events 

represented in texts drawn from different historical, social and cultural contexts (ACELT1613) 

Literacy 

Interacting with others 

Participate in and contribute to discussions, clarifying and interrogating ideas, developing and 

supporting arguments, sharing and evaluating information, experiences and opinions (ACELY1709) 

Use interaction skills, varying conventions of spoken interactions such as voice volume, tone, pitch 

and pace, according to group size, formality of interaction and needs and expertise of the audience 

(ACELY1816) 

Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

Use comprehension strategies to interpret and analyse information and ideas, comparing content 

from a variety of textual sources including media and digital texts (ACELY1713) 

Creating Texts 

Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts, choosing and experimenting 

with text structures, language features, images and digital resources appropriate to purpose and 

audience (ACELY1714) 

Synopsis: 

The Soldier’s Gift is the story of one family’s experience during the First World War. The book shares 

the experience of Australians at home as they receive letters from the war abroad and share news 

with other family members. 

Emily is disappointed when her brother Tom chooses to fight in Gallipoli and cannot understand his 

decision.  While Tom is in Gallipoli he often sends letters home.  In one of the letters he sends Emily 

a packet of seeds from the Aleppo Pine to plant on the family farm. 

This act becomes increasingly important as Tom later goes missing.  Emily and her father cope with 

the grief of losing Tom in different ways but it is through planting Tom’s seeds that both Emily and 

her father can finally begin to heal. 

Curriculum Connections: 

While the First World War is not studied in depth in the Australian Curriculum: History until Grade 9, 

this book provides a wealth of learning opportunities in English as well as three of the General 

Capabilities: ethical understanding, intercultural understanding and the personal and social 

capability. 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=adverb
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1523
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=evaluative%20language
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1525
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1613
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1709
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=voice
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=audience
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1816
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=comprehension%20strategies
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=digital%20texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1713
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=text
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=language%20features
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=audience
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1714


Themes in The Soldier’s Gift: 

 grief  

 loss 

 war 

 strength of character/courage 

 resilience 

 choice 

 sacrifice 

Many themes are explored in this short picture book; from grief to resilience and healing.  Emily and 

her father both deal with the loss of Emily’s brother Tom differently.  While Emily is ready and 

willing to talk about her brother’s death, her father becomes withdrawn and reluctant to even 

mention the son he has lost.   

Another theme in the book is the ability to make an informed choice. Tom is under pressure from 

the community and his family to go to Gallipoli.  Emily is quick to question Tom’s decision as it is 

based on peer pressure and social expectation. 

 

Key Understandings and Skills: General Capabilities: Level 4, by the end of Grade 6 students can… 

 

Ethical understanding: 

Reasons in decision making and actions: Consider point of view  

Explain a range of possible interpretations and points of view when thinking about ethical dilemmas. 

 

Intercultural understanding: 

Interpreting and empathising with others: Empathise with others 

Imagine and describe situations of others in local, national and global contexts 

 

Personal and social capability: 

Make decisions: Social Management 

Identify the people, events and situations that influence how decisions are made 

 

  



Exploring The Soldier’s Gift 

This unit explores the picture book The Soldier’s Gift using Bloom’s Taxonomy of Learning. Students 

are guided through six stages of learning: knowledge, comprehension, analysis, application, 

synthesis and evaluation.  A list of verbs that demonstrate learning in each stage are also provided to 

enable teachers to create their own learning opportunities for students while completing the unit. 

Learning Intentions: (WALT – We Are Learning To…) 

- Understand the impact of war and loss on individuals, families and communities in Australia 

Success Criteria: (WILF – What I’m Looking For…) 

- Students can describe what happened at Gallipoli 

- Students can understand how war has impacted upon Australian society 

 

Learning Sequence: 

 

Knowledge (remembering) 

Memorise, define, identify, repeat, recall, state, write and list 

Lesson 1.  

Begin the unit by tuning students into the topic of study, The Soldier’s Gift. Create a stimulating 

display or bring in some artefacts from war, such as medals, uniforms or other objects, which can be 

supplied by your local RSL.  Alternatively, you can organise a visit to a local war memorial. 

Before reading The Soldier’s Gift students will make predictions.   

Look at the images inside the front and back covers – what will the book be about? What makes you 

think that? Encourage students to share the reasons for their predictions and think more deeply 

about the book. 

Students will ‘turn and talk’ with the person sitting beside them or ‘think, pair, share’ their responses 

back to the class.  

Read the book together. 

Check student predictions. Which parts were correct? Which parts were close? 

Lessons 2-5 

Identify student’s current knowledge about World War 1 (WW1). 

Use a graphic organiser such as ‘know, think and wonder’ or use your own graphic organiser to 

demonstrate students’ current knowledge of the topic.  This process will enable you to gauge 

background knowledge and how much information you will need to give. 

Using the information gathered, assign each pair of students one area of research related to WW1.  

Students will need to present their information orally to the class. 

Use PowerPoint or a poster to share their new understanding. 



Topics could include: 

 What was life like in Australia during WW1? 

 What did women do during the war? 

 Who was Private Simpson? Why are he and his donkey such an important Australian 

symbol? 

 Who are the ANZACs? Why is ANZAC Day still celebrated? 

Some comprehensive Australian websites include: 

 http://www.anzacsite.gov.au/ 

 http://www.anzacday.gov.au/ 

The Shrine of Remembrance – Melbourne is a particularly useful website: 

  http://www.shrine.org.au/Home 

On the website you can find additional teacher resources that can be ordered and most of the 

information is provided in child friendly text.  An interactive ancestry link is also provided in which 

students can look up an ancestor’s name and discover if they fought in WW1. 

Alternatively, students can complete a web quest answering basic comprehension questions after 

being directed to a variety of websites selected by the teacher. 

Students can also use the back two pages of The Soldier’s Gift as a starting point for research.  

Students can spend time annotating their reading, including: 

 drawing an exclamation mark next to previous learning, something they already know 

 drawing a question mark next to anything that doesn’t make sense 

 highlighting any new ideas or learning 

This could also serve as a self-assessment tool, as students can review this reading page at the 

conclusion of the unit to determine how much they have learned. 

Lesson 6: 

Play The Last Post to the students.  Encourage them to listen and imagine the music being played at 

the end of battle each day.  After listening students need to write down any words that came to 

mind when listening, such as: 

 moving 

 haunting 

 bravery 

 courage 

Use the word list and previous research to create a ‘shape poem’ in the shape of a bugle.  These 

poems can be used later in the unit to inspire and motivate students.  The poems can also be used to 

create a display in the classroom. 

 

Comprehension (understanding) 

Describe, distinguish, explain, interpret, predict, recognise and summarise 

http://www.anzacsite.gov.au/
http://www.anzacday.gov.au/
http://www.shrine.org.au/Home


Lesson 7: 

Students will return to the images inside the front and back covers of The Soldier’s Gift. Students will 

work with a partner to compare the covers. 

Students will answer the following questions: 

 How have the pictures changed between the front and back covers?  

 Why might they have changed? 

 What makes you think that? 

Students can create a Venn diagram to show what they think is similar and what they think is 

different between the inside covers. 

Next use the Venn diagram and research from previous lessons to explain why each picture might be 

important or describe what each picture is of.  Students will need photocopies of the inside covers to 

draw, write and make notes on. 

Examples of important images in the book include: 

 proclamation poster – day of mourning, Saturday 2nd Feb 

 poppies 

 baby’s hair 

 Call to Arms poster 

 marriage certificate 

 family portraits 

Lesson 8: 

The Lone Pine 

The seeds described in the book are from the Aleppo Pine trees that grow in Gallipoli, Turkey. There 

are well known stories of two Australian soldiers saving pine cones from the pine tree at the Battle 

of Lone Pine.  These seeds were posted back to Australia. 

Read the article below and compare this story with The Soldier’s Gift. Create a Venn diagram or 

other graphic organiser to show similarities and differences between the stories. 

 http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/history-culture/2011/10/lone-pine-seeds-grown-

into-a-living-memorial 

 

Application (transferring) 

Apply, compare, contrast, demonstrate, examine, relate, solve and use 

Lesson 9: 

Re-read the letters Tom sent to Emily on page 8.  

Although Emily could not reply to Tom because of the war, students will write what they believe 

Emily’s responses would have been. 

Use the information gathered from student research to make the letters as accurate as possible. 

http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/history-culture/2011/10/lone-pine-seeds-grown-into-a-living-memorial
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/history-culture/2011/10/lone-pine-seeds-grown-into-a-living-memorial


Consider what happened in Australia during WW1.  Encourage students to look back at their 

previous learning, including any posters and PowerPoints, to make the letters as accurate as 

possible.  Questions to ask include: 

 How willj Emily’s father cope without Tom at Hillside farm? 

 How does news and lack of news about the war effect the family?  

 How is the town coping? 

 What might be happening in the town? 

 What questions might Emily have for Tom? 

 

Analysis (relating) 

Analyse, differentiate, distinguish, explain, infer, relate and research 

Lesson 10: 

Identify general characteristics of the father, Emily, Tom and Uncle Francis. Use both the text and 

the images to complete the table.  

Some of the characteristics are implied.  This is a great learning opportunity to remind students 

about the ‘inference’ reading skill. Encourage students to look for clues as they re-read. 

Create a character chart to record ideas: 

Father Emily Tom Uncle Francis 

Misses his wife 
 
Has already 
experienced loss 
 
Wants to keep his 
emotions to himself 

Strong-willed 
 
Loves her family 
 
Cares for Tom and her 
father 

Works hard on the 
farm 
 
Is physically strong 
 
Feels pressured to join 
the army 

Pressures Tom to go 
to Gallipoli 
 
Feels guilty when Tom 
dies 

 

Lesson 11: 

Forced Relationships 

Students will compare war to an image or topic selected by the teacher and complete statements in 

the following format.  Choose something that challenges students to find connections. 

War is like football because…. 

 There must be an opposition 

 Someone will lose 

Alternatively students can come up with their own analogies. 

War is like _____________________ because ___________________________________________. 

Use the analogies to create a class or small group poem.  These poems can be used for inspiration 

later in the unit and will make an interesting display in the classroom.  The poems could also be 

compared to the ‘bugle shape poems’ created earlier in the unit to assess students’ progress. 



Lesson 12: 

The Soldier’s Gift is an interesting title for a book.  Other than physical objects (like the Aleppo Pine 

seeds), what gifts have Australian soldiers given us? 

Encourage students to broaden their thinking about soldiers’ gifts; consider past conflicts as well as 

current peacekeeping missions that Australian soldiers are involved in. 

Write a list of soldiers’ gifts.  Ideas could include: 

 safety 

 freedom 

 quality of life 

 peace 

 security 

Lesson 13: Personal and Social General Capability focus 

On page 5 Emily and Tom discuss Tom’s choice to go to war: 

“‘Everyone else is going,’ said Tom to Emily when their uncle left. 

‘That’s not a good reason,’ said Emily.” 

 Why doesn’t Emily think this is a good reason?  

 What does the quote say about Tom and Emily? 

 What does this quote say about the townspeople and the community that Tom and Emily 

live in? 

Students could be shown propaganda posters to understand the influence of the media at the time. 

Students need to understand how to make good choices in life.  Ask students to brainstorm, ‘how do 

we make good choices?’ 

Create some hypothetical situations to help students understand how to make good choices.  Ask 

students how they know when they are making a good choice. 

Encourage students to be aware of factors that influence their own choices, such as: 

 peers 

 family 

 social media 

Student questions: 

 What factor influenced Tom’s decision to go to war?   

 How have these factors changed since Tom’s time? 

Read the following quote from page 4: 

“‘How long can a war like this go on?’ he [the father] asked. 

‘Too long,’ said Uncle Francis, ‘maybe even long enough for Tom. If he doesn’t join the army soon, 

people might call him a coward.’” 



Why is this important? Why might people have called Tom a coward?  How might this have impacted 

on Tom’s decision to go to Gallipoli? 

 

Synthesis (creating) 

Arrange, combine, create, design, develop, formulate, integrate and organise 

Lesson 14: 

This is a creative lesson in which students will design and share their understanding of conflict and 

peace.  Students will create a poster promoting peace. 

This lesson will focus on the General Capability of intercultural understanding. Students can identify 

a current conflict that Australia is involved in or the teacher can provide information about such a 

conflict. 

Students will need to use the knowledge learned in previous lessons as well as information specific 

to the current conflict to create the poster.  

Students can share their work by displaying it within the classroom. 

 

Evaluation (judging) 

Assess, critique, determine, evaluate, judge, justify, measure and recommend 

Lesson 15: 

Select one final assessment task from the following for each student to complete. 

1. Book comparison 

Students will read The Silver Donkey by Sonya Hartnett.  This book is also set during WW1 and 

describes stories from the perspective of a soldier.  Compare The Silver Donkey with The 

Soldier’s Gift.  

 

Questions: 

 Both The Silver Donkey and The Soldier’s Gift have similar themes, such as loss, grief and 

healing.  Describe the themes and how the books are similar. 

 What is different about the books?  

 What is similar/different about the characters in each book? 

 The Soldier’s Gift is set in Australia while The Silver Donkey is set in France.  How did the 

setting impact on the characters’ views on war? 

 

2. Book review, The Soldier’s Gift or The Silver Donkey; alternatively select a different WW1 book. 

 

Questions: 

 How do the illustrations shape the story? 

 How does the story help children understand WW1? 

 What was good and what could be improved? 

 

3. Opinion  



Write an opinion piece on the topic, ‘will there always be war?’.  Each student will use all of the 

information gathered during the unit to make up their mind and share their reasons with the 

reader.  They can use examples from websites, The Soldier’s Gift or other resources to support 

their opinion. 


