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Hosting birds in your tiny garden: Birdscaping tips 
  
 
“Even if you don’t have a large yard to Birdscape, you can still attract 
birds to your garden,” George Adams writes in Birdscaping Australian 
Gardens. “A garden can start with a window box, or involve your 
neighbours and convert your apartment block rooftop into a beautiful 
native garden space for you and the birds to enjoy.” 
Great news for owners of teensy courtyards or balconies, or residents of 
tiny apartments! If you’re space-poor you might not have entertained the 
idea of hosting birds as regular visitors, but the notion is distinctly 
charming, and really quite exciting. Birdscaping Australian Gardens will help you identify the most common 
garden birds, and learn how to choose, grow and maintain the native plants that will attract birds. It’s an 
invaluable resource for bird-loving gardeners, even those with the smallest of spaces to spare. 
  
“The variety of birds you are likely to attract to a small garden or balcony will depend on the number and 
variety present in your locality,” Adams explains in the book. “In an urban environment, the variety of birds 
present will depend on the type of street planting and the proximity of parks and gardens. This will depend on 
factors like the proximity of parks and larger gardens.” Birdscaping includes a guide to help you identify the 
birds in your area. 
  
“If you only have a small planting area, and you want to make it count, choose native species,” Adams writes. 
“Native plants are more beneficial for biodiversity than introduced species and any small urban garden space 
can be transformed into a valuable habitat attracting birds and butterflies.” 
  
“Small or potted gardens should try to mimic a small community of plants, with some taller trees (or vines) 
and some understorey plants. There are many small trees and shrubs suitable for small gardens or containers.” 
  
For example, Adams suggests using vines in a creative way to attract birds. Native vines like Billardiera 
scandens (Climbing Appleberry), Jasminum suavissimum (Native Sweet Jasmine) and Clematis aristata 
(Traveller’s Joy) all grow well on a space-saving trellis. 
  
“In a small space, dense vines provide shelter and nesting sites for small birds. Containers can be densely 
planted with smaller plants to provide an understorey, or wildflowers can cascade from hanging baskets,” 
Adams writes. 
  
And his advice for small-scale Birdscapers extends beyond plants: “Consider adding a water feature or 
birdbath into the mix so birds can drink and bathe. The sound of moving water is a magnet for birds.” 

 


