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Dear Buyer,

In an air-conditioned room in a clean, comfortable office in Johannesburg, in a box taken 
from a wall filled with identical, neatly labelled boxes, you will find a battered South African 
tourist board desk calendar from the 1970s. The photographs of orange sunsets and blue 
skies are a little too bright, and at the bottom of every page of the calendar you will find the 
cheery legend: IT'S SUNNY TODAY IN SOUTH AFRICA. It's the sort of thing you might see in an 
old travel agent's, next to a hole punch and a dried-out plant.

Each day of the year carries a short note in a spidery hand. Some of the notes are the sort of 
thing you might find in anyone's desk calendar:

23 December 1976. Zindzi's birthday.

But if you pick up another calendar from the next box along, this time from 1979, you might 
find something quite different, but always in the same confident, looping script:

‘The purpose of freedom is to create it for others’

Yet another box, from a decade further on. The same washed out colours in the sunsets. IT’S 
SUNNY TODAY IN SOUTH AFRICA:

28 May 1986. ‘I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings’ by Maya Angelou. Library Film

Nelson Mandela is one of the most famous people in the world. He is 'the leader', 'the former 
president', 'the icon' who came through almost three decades in prison, and emerged as a 
source of hope for the whole world. But who is he, really? What does he really think?

As the introduction to Conversations With Myself puts it, this extraordinary book aims 'to give 
readers access to the Nelson Mandela behind the public figure', through a hugely rich private 
archive that spans almost ninety years of notebooks, letters, calendars and diaries. This is 
him not geared primarily to the needs and expectations of an audience. Here he is drafting 
letters, speeches and unpublished memoirs. Here he is making notes (or doodling) during 
meetings, keeping a diary, recording his dreams. Here he is not the icon or saint elevated far 
beyond the reach of ordinary mortals. Here he is like you and me.

An intimate journey from the first stirrings of his political conscience to his galvanizing role 
on the world stage, Conversations With Myself is a rare chance to spend time with Nelson 
Mandela the man, in his own voice: direct, clear, private.

Jon Butler 
Pan Macmillan, Non-fiction Publisher  





Conversations with Myself will provide unique 
access to the private world of a leader of
incomparable regard and will be a landmark 
in international publishing with a foreword 
from President Barack Obama. 



Conversations with Myself is Nelson Mandela from
the inside, in his privatemoments, as he reflects 
before and after making decisions and at the end 
of the day.



A revealing and intimate glimpse of the man behind 
the speeches and the autobiography. His personal
reflections in response to circumstance that helped
him to the life lessons and to the moral and political
vision which inspired, and continues to inspire, the
whole world.



“An autobiography is not merely a catalogue of events
and experiences in which a person has been involved,
but it also serves as a blueprint on which others may
well model their own lives.”

Nelson R Mandela, ‘The Presidential Years’, Chapter One
[excerpt from an unpublished draft of a planned memoir of his presidential years, dated 16.10.98]
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