
About a Girl by Joanne Horniman 
 
Having loved all Joanne Horniman’s novels, especially the delicious Secret Scribbled Notebooks, I 
was extremely excited to see the release of her new publication About a Girl. 
This novel centres on the relationship between Anna and the mysterious Flynn, as they explore young 
love, independence and test the bounds of their sexuality. At the heart of this novel is a story of self-
discovery and self-acceptance, which is handled sensitively in this young adult novel. Indeed, the 
greater message of this work is one of self-love, a valuable lesson for all teens and one that Horniman 
is clearly passionate about sharing. 
The ubiquitous Northern NSW setting is sumptuous and the characters are well-drawn and enchanting 
in their own languid adolescent way. Horniman’s writing becomes ever more evocative with each 
novel, and you can smell the flowers in the air and feel the salt on skin as you read. 
At times, this is a meditative and somewhat slow read that never quite reaches the pinnacles of 
Horniman’s amazing previous works. Having said that, it ultimately satisfies with its gloriously 
imagined setting, unique characterisations and its lingering taste of hopeful adolescent love. Highly 
recommended for senior Secondary students. 
 
Ideas for pre-reading classroom activities: 
• Brainstorm notion of ‘love’ and attempt to define — is it only possible between adults? Between 

men and women? Is it better, as they say, to have ‘loved and lost than never loved at all’? 
Depending on technology, this could be done on Inspiration. 

• Students interview parents or another couple about how they fell in love — was it a slow process 
or an immediate shock of recognition? Depending on the class, students can present a summary of 
their interviews to the class. 

• Students research the history of some common symbols of love (e.g the love heart, roses etc) and 
create a new symbol to represent the diversity of modern relationships. Students submit their 
symbol with a half pager justification of why it represents modern love. 

• Students analyse the opening chapter of the text, looking for language techniques, with particular 
focus on the five types of sensory imagery (visual, auditory, tactile, gustatory and olfactory.) 
Students undertake a creative writing piece about meeting a new person, with a particular focus on 
including those types of imagery. Marked and returned by teacher. 

Kate, Sydney, NSW 
 
“This morning I woke and remembered her, and went to the window to look out into the leafless 
garden, leaning my forehead against the cold winter glass. 
Flynn. 
I whispered her name” 
So begins the story About a Girl by Joanne Horniman – a girl called Anna.  A girl from Canberra, 
living in Lismore. A girl living alone in a flat, working in a bookshop. A girl who falls in love but 
longs for a life partner. A girl who realises the world was not this way and she was not the way of the 
world. 
Visually descriptive, poetic mesmerising and entrancing are all words that could describe this book. 
Another great Australian read by a great Australian YA author. 
About a Girl is about being a teenager who is confused and lost. About loving and being loved. It 
touches the hearts of its readers, covering a topic that is often left unexplained or unexpressed. It is 
about being a lesbian in a world where heterosexuality is the norm. It is topical, reaching a world 
where depression sneaks in as one tries to accept who they are and seek understanding of themselves. 
It is about the realisation that you are going to be like this “for ever and ever”.  Anna is taken into 
unmapped territory with no street signs for what she is doing so she could easily lose your way. 
Throw in the normal confusion of a teenager with the issues of parental divorce, step parents, siblings 
and friendships and you have a novel that not only has you turning page after page mesmerized and 
wanting more but opens topics for discussion and debate. 
Beautifully written with true deep understanding of the issue, Joanne Horniman shows compassion 
and understanding for what the realisation of being a lesbian can do to a teenager of today. 
Jennifer Deaves, Homeschooler, SA 



“A interesting and mystifying read that was thoroughly enjoyed. The topic was approached in a 
positive manner that reflects the views of society today. The ending was one that was totally 
unexpected but one that left me feeling refreshed”  
Samantha Lo, aged 16, Homeschooler, SA  
 
Anna's past is dark and painful, she never meant for the bad things to happen, she never meant to feel 
the things she feels, she never meant to be so different, but she couldn't help it. And it was all her 
fault. 
Moving to Lismore had seemed ideal; Anna had a job she enjoyed and her own apartment, what more 
could she want? And then one day she saw a girl with a white guitar running down the street, and 
from the moment she heard that girl play she was in love. But she knew that she would never see that 
girl again. 
Days later, though, she did. Her name was Flynn, and when she played she called herself Every Little 
Thing, but to Anna she was everything. The day they met they sat on Flynn's roof drinking tea and 
eating banana bread. The day they met Anna was the happiest she had ever been. 
The only problem was Anna wasn't sure Flynn shared her feelings for her. There would be days, 
weeks, when Flynn could not be found, other days she was constantly by her side. But there was 
always something between them. Anna assumed it was Flynn's secrets keeping them apart, but Anna 
had been keeping secrets of her own. 
This is a story of two girls, a couple of cats and a teapot named Lavinia. A story of falling in love, 
having your heart broken and losing those you love. A story about learning that everyone is different 
in their own way. A simple, honest and moving story About a Girl who just wants to be loved. 
Larissa Chapman, NSW 
 
I have always enjoyed Joanne Horniman’s books. This is no exception though I don’t think it lives up 
to some of those from the past. However, the writing is at times lyrical, occasionally stopping my 
reading so I could appreciate its beauty.  
Anna hears Flynn, (stage name: Every Little Thing), play her guitar, Louise, and falls in love with her 
but doesn’t expect to see her again. But they do meet again, in a mundane setting, which doesn’t 
dampen Anna’s feelings. Their relationship flourishes and Anna acknowledges her attraction to girls. 
We learn a lot about Anna and her thoughts but Flynn remains elusive to the reader and to Anna. The 
reader also learns of Anna’s deep friendship with Michael, about her developmentally-challenged 
younger sister Molly and her maturing relationship with her mother. 
The story is about self-discovery, love (for family, platonic, sexual and of oneself) and independence. 
In the school setting this novel will is likely to help many young girls as they manoeuvre through their 
teenage life-path. 
For those who do not live in northern NSW the location has been well defined. Horniman has also 
created many realistic smaller environments, their sights, sounds and smells: Anna’s and Flynn’s flats, 
the bookshop, the cafes and the beaches they frequented and visited. 
I feel it is more a book to be enjoyed by readers in the senior secondary area, rather than as a class 
text. But there are several activities, which could be developed. 
• The descriptive passages could be used as models for student writing.    
• Students could explore the many forms of love portrayed and make comparisons with other literary 

love stories.  
• Anna refers to several books: Crime and Punishment, Finnegan’s Wake, Notes From 

Underground. Why Did Horniman choose these books rather than others? Students could look at 
the strengths and weaknesses of these books and compare them with Horniman’s. 

• Explore the language techniques used. 
• Choose one of the themes and explore it, with reference to other people’s writings as well as the 

student’s own. 
Maureen Mann, Tasmania 
 
 
 
 


