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52 Felt folk finger puppets
Idea and inspiration
No great flashes of insight here, I simply wanted to make finger puppets—
really easy finger puppets—with the little one. These are the result! They are 
actually way cuter than I expected them to be.

The egg carton idea seems to have been some kind of implicit memory—
my faulty brain thought I had invented it, but I have since seen lots of toys 
(including felt ones) displayed this way. 

Time taken 10 minutes each

What we used
■■ Pencil and paper, for making a template 
■■ Scissors
■■ Coloured felt from A4 sheets and offcuts
■■ Pen or marker
■■ Embroidery thread
■■ Sewing machine—hand-stitching would be easy, though
■■ Pompoms
■■ Egg carton

What I did
First  the preparation
■■ I traced around Lotte’s middle and index fingers onto a piece of paper, 

adding enough space for the width of her two fingers and a small seam. I 
cut it out and this was my template for all the puppets.

■■ Lotte chose the felt colours. I put the template on a piece of felt and drew 
around it. Then I put the first piece on another piece the same colour and 
cut the two together so that they were the same.

Now for the construction
■■ First, I embroidered the eyes or mouth or any other feature—the 

pompoms were done later because they were bulky. 
■■ To create ears, I cut two ear shapes out of felt and placed them, with  

the points facing down, at the top of one piece of felt, before putting 
the other piece of felt on top. (Make sure the felt pieces are right sides 
together.)

■■ With the felt pieces right sides together, I sewed a basic straight-stitch 
seam really close to the edge around the sides and top—I used a sewing 
machine but you can do this by hand.

■■ Then I turned it the right way out.
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■■ Finally I attached pompoms as desired, sewing them on by hand by 
roughly threading through the centre of the pompom and then back 
through the felt.

■■ I repeated the process five more times—you could do it eleven more 
times if you feel like filling a one-dozen-egg carton.

Variations
■■ There are just too many to list for both the finger puppet and the egg 

carton! No doubt most of us have made things out of both at school. Kids’ 
craft books are full of them.

■■ You could try making various animal shapes by adding wings or legs or 
different ears. You could get the kids to draw little finger-puppet faces. 

■■ I am going to try making a hand puppet this way too.

ANd The lITTle oNe
Lotte was really involved in the design of these. after she chose the  

felt colours, I said the puppets could have two features each—eyes and ears,  
or eyes and nose, and so on. she then decided on the features and whether we  

would stitch them or use pompoms. I think she made really cute choices.  
I particularly like the blue one with the white pompom ears. The finger  

puppets are definitely some of her favourite toys.
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30 The collection box
Idea and inspiration
My sister-in-law posted us a beautiful box filled with handmade chocolates. 
Oh, how I love chocolate! Anyway, this box is just too cute to get rid of, but 
I’ve never been sure what to do with it. I had similar ones when I was child; 
one I used to sort my family buttons into size or colour groups, and another 
I used for collections. I had a lot of collections over the years: rocks, erasers, 
ribbons, nail polish, to name a few. So I thought it would be nice to use this 
box to introduce the little one to the idea of collecting. Now we just have to find 
something to start off the collection.

The book is a gorgeous find from an op shop in my hometown—ten 
damaged books for $1. But after I had started cutting it up, I pulled apart two 
pages that were stuck together to find that it had belonged to a childhood 
friend. I felt bad because she may have liked it back, even in its poor state. I 
am, however, using it to make her something for her baby.

Time taken Less than an hour

What we used
■■ Pencil, ruler and a 5-cm square scrap of paper—for making a template
■■ Chocolate box
■■ Scissors
■■ Old children’s book
■■ Double-sided tape—bought from my fave re-use store years ago (glue 

would work too)

What I did
First  the preparation
■■ I measured one square of the tray and made a template that would sit in it.
■■ Then we chose the pictures (always checking there weren’t cuter pictures 

on the back). I traced around the template and cut out each picture. I 
arranged the pictures in the tray until we were happy with the layout. 

■■ We also chose a big picture for the top of the box, traced around the lid 
and cut it out.

Now for the construction
■■ I simply covered the back of a picture with strips of double-sided tape, 

trimmed off the excess tape and stuck the picture in the tray. It was fiddly 
but easy.

■■ For the top, I just put the tape around the edges on the back of the picture 
and stuck it to the lid. I admit that I put the picture on sideways and had 
to trim it! I thought the lid was square. It wasn’t.

Variations
■■ Instead of lots of small, 

different pictures, I had 
considered using just one 
big picture for the tray 
and cutting it to fit in the 
squares. If I get another 
one of these boxes, I 
think I might line the 
back with pictures hand-
drawn by Lotte.

■■ I’m thinking of getting 
a sheet of perspex cut to 
replace the lid so we can 
have the box on the wall 
and see the contents, like 
mini display shelves. 

■■ Similar ideas could be 
used for anything with 
sections.

ANd The  
lITTle oNe

Lotte helped me select 
the pictures, of course. 
Her favourites were the 
ones with animals. she 
also helped me with the 

layout, which she changed 
a couple of times while I 
was sticking the pictures 

in. the rest of the time she 
just played with what was 

left of the book.
I asked her what we should 

collect and she said a 
clock, a book, a doll and so 
on to match each of the 
pictures—a great idea.
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