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Can Zainey and Dan capture the creature in the school heating 
system? There’s an eyeball on the loose and Zainey and Dan need 
to capture it before it finds a new home, or a new host!

Sucked Out is the second title by John Parker, in the Lightning 
Strikes series. Revisiting the favourite characters we met in Sucked 
In, this title is an hilarious, gripping story that can also be read as 
a stand alone.

Scattered throughout the story are a variety of informal text 
types such as notes, texts and articles. 

 Synopsis
John Parker is a children’s writer who also writes for adults 
as a journalist and radio scriptwriter. Born in Christchurch, he 
graduated from the University of Auckland in 1964 with an MA in 
history before leaving New Zealand to travel around England and 
Europe as a professional opera singer. John has published over 130 
fiction and non-fiction books for children, including picture books, 
junior readers, chapter books, non-fiction books and novels for 
early teens. Around 70 of his poems, stories, articles and plays 
have appeared in the School Journal and other publications. Radio 
New Zealand and BBC School Radio have broadcast a number of 
his children’s stories and radio plays.
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Look at the cover and title. What do you think this book is • 
about? After reading the book, discuss how the title Sucked Out 
relates to the story. Was the story what you expected from the 
title?  

Write a review of • Sucked Out. Include information about the 
storyline, what you liked and the major themes/issues in the 
book. 

Who is the story about? Who is the narrator of the story? Why • 
do you think the narrator is telling the story? How would the 
story be different if Zainey was the narrator? 

Compare and contrast • Sucked In to Sucked Out. How does 
Sucked Out follow on from Sucked In? Do you think one story is 
better than the other? Have you read any other book sequels or 
seen movie sequels? Discuss.  

Read the ‘Thought of the Week’ on page 8. Have a class • 
discussion about what this means. Then, ask students to research 
and come up with their own thoughts of the week. Vote on your 
top 10 favourite thoughts and create a class poster of these.  

Page 17. “You can be short and feel tall. You can be tall and feel • 
short. It’s all to do with how you feel about yourself.” What does 
Caro mean by this? Discuss in class the importance of self-
esteem. 

Page 20. Create a movie poster for ‘Draculantra Strikes Again!’ • 
Be sure to include a picture of Draculantra. 

Re-write the mobile texts, on pages 32-33, with correct language • 
and punctuation.  

Read Chapter 7. What is Zainey and Dan’s plan to catch the • 
eye? Write down the plan as a list. What steps do you need to 
include that aren’t expressed in the book? E.g. study the heating 
system, buy meat etc. 

Using the newspaper report on page 66 as inspiration, create • 
your own report based on the book. Write an article about 
the eye and what the boys go through to try and find it. Include 
a picture of the eye and a pretend interview with one of the 
characters from the book.  

Page 69. What does it mean to show “resourcefulness and • 
commendable initiative”? Research these words and use them in 
another sentence.  

Complete the maths tasks on page 71.  • 

What do you think happens next? In groups come up with a • 
story idea for a sequel to Sucked Out. Some questions to discuss 
are: What will the eye do next? What will happen to the cat? Will 
the story include the same characters?


