
57

Geehi Flats is a large area of flat floodplain on the banks of the Swampy 

Plains River. Located within Kosciuszko National Park, it is home to a 

popular campsite in summer for people wanting to enjoy the river and 

access the many nature-based experiences in the area.  The flats are a 

popular starting point for people walking up Hannels Spur to the main 

range, as well as those wanting to wander through the flats, exploring the 

walks described in the chapter.

In the 1900s, Geehi Flats was used for grazing cattle when, in 1929, the 

Nankervis family acquired 1560 acres of land along the Swampy Plains 

River for grazing. In 1959, the Snow Mountains Authority built a landing 

strip here on land leased from the Nankervis family, to support the 

thousands of people living and working in the area to build the Snowy 

scheme.  In 1960, the area became part of the Kosciuszko State Park and 

since then, the National Park.

Geehi  

Keebles Hut’s old kitchenKangaroo at Behrs Flat



Geehi Hut  
Geehi Hut, also known as Airstrip or Nankervis Hut, was originally built in 1952 
by Jim Nankervis and his brother, to assist with grazing. The 11 metres x 9 metres 
river stone building has three rooms, including a fireplace and indoor grill. Near 
the hut is a wheelchair-accessible toilet and plenty of space for camping. The 
NPWS hut is cared for by NSW Land Rover Club and Sydney Range Rover Club. It 
was restored in 2004 as a combined effort by the caretaking clubs, the Kosciusko 
Huts Association and NPWS. The remains of the older Tyrrell’s Hut can be seen 
nearby.

Geehi Picnic and Camping Ground
The walks in this chapter start from this very large campsite and picnic area. There 
is plenty of space for roaming about while exploring some interesting places. 
Many kangaroos call this place home; at dawn and dusk, you will see them feeding 
on the grassy plains. There are several toilets scattered around (with access for 
people in wheelchairs). There are some stone shelters and picnic tables as well 
as wood fired BBQs (BYO wood). The individual campsites are not marked out, 
but there are plenty of spots to choose from. There is no charge for camping 
(although vehicle entry fees apply).

Fishing
The Swampy Plains River is host to many 
Brown and Rainbow Trout around 1kg in 
size.  This is a ‘blue ribbon stream’, meaning 
that fishing is by artificial fly and lure only, 
with a bag limit of two fish per day. A 
fishing licence is required.  Visit www.dpi.
nsw.gov.au/fisheries/recreational.

4WD
There are a number of four wheel driving 
trails in the area.  The walks in this chapter 
follow some of these trails.  The Geehi Walls 
Trail also provides access to the old Geehi 
Hut area and links to Major Clews hut and 
trail. These trails are closed in winter and 
after rain. The rivers are often impassable 
after rain and snow melt.

Scammel Spur Lookout
An 11.3 kilometre drive north along the 
Alpine Way, towards Khancoban (from 
Geehi Flats), will bring you to the signposted Scammel Spur Lookout (see map on 
page xx).  Other than a picnic area, toilet and information signs, there is a large 
platform providing a great view across the valleys to the western fall.

Murray 1 Power Station  
The Snowy Mountains Scheme is an impressive piece of engineering, and a visit to 
one of the power stations helps give a sense of the power they generate.  Murray 
1 is found just off the Alpine Way about 22 kilometres north, towards Khancoban 
(from Geehi Flats, see map on page xx).  There is a visitors’ centre (with interactive 
display), picnic area, BBQs, and regular 20 minute tours of the actual power 
station. T 1800 623776, www.snowyhydro.com.au.

Out and about at Geehi
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Inside Keebles Hut

Old Geehi Hut 



1 Thredbo to 
Kosciuszko Lookout 
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4WD section of the Bicentenial Trail 

15 Keebles Loop

Walk directions

1 From the car park 
and toilet, walk 

west downhill along 
the dirt road, initially 
keeping Geehi Hut a 
short distance to your 
right. The trail soon 
leads past a locked gate 
(on your right), and past a 
few campsites to come to 
Swampy Plain River and 
a To Behrs Flat - 4 Wheel 
Drive sign. Walk across the 
rocky ford crossing Swamp 
Plain River. This river is 
impassable after rain or 
snow melt - take care not to 
cross when the river is too 
high or too fast (note the 
alternate route described to 
walk around this section). 
Once on the other bank, 
walk up through the  
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15 Keebles Loop   

Starting from the northern end 

of Geehi Flats Camping area, 

this walk first visits the Geehi 

Hut before crossing Swamping 

Plains Creek and walking 

along a 4WD trail, part of the 

Bicentennial National Trail, to 

Keebles Hut. Here the walk 

loops back via another 4WD 

trail, following the river most of 

the way back to the start of the 

walk. The alternate entry described in these notes follows another 4WD 

trail using a bridge to cross the river, helpful if you want to keep your 

feet dry or when the creeks flow is too great to cross safely. You can 

also choose to start with a short side trip across the small ditch to find 

a book-like Geehi’s recent past information sign then across the grass to 

the stone Geehi Hut.

Finding the track

From Kancoban initially drive east, towards Thredbo along the Alpine Way, for 30.5 
kilometres. Just before crossing Swampy Plains River, turn right into the signposted Geehi 
Rest Area. 

From Thredbo Village initially drive west up along Alpine Way for 44 kilometres. The road 
leads over Dead Horse Gap then down past Leather Barrel and Tom Groggin campsites. 
Stay on the Alpine way until just after crossing Swampy Plains River then turn left into the 
signposted Geehi Rest Area. 

Once in the Geehi Flats Picnic and camping area, continue along the main dirt road (keeping 
right at each intersection) to come to a turning circle about 850 metres from the Alpine Way 
turn off. There is a car park, toilet and some information signs here.

At a glance 

Grade: Easy

Time: 1 hr

Distance: 2.6 km circuit

Ascent/descent: 30 m / 30 m

Conditions: Open plain; limited shade; 
active 4WD trail; hazardous river 
crossing

GPS of start/end: -36.378, 148.1795
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Walk variation 

This alternate route from the front of Geehi Flats picnic area to waypoint 2 adds 
1.2 kilometres to the walk each way, and makes it a medium grade.

From the entrance to Geehi Rest Area, follow the Jindabyne sign along the Alpine 
Way. The road soon leads across a bridge, over Swampy Plains River and comes 
to an intersection where you need to turn right to follow the 4WD trail down the 
short hill (now keeping the river to your right). After a few metres pass a short 
side trail (on your right, that leads down to the river), then continue along the 
main trail parallel to the river through the wooded forest. About 70 metres from 
the road, walk past the To Behrs Flat - 4 wheel drive - Dry weather only sign and 
continue through the forest for another 400 metres to a large turning circle, just 
before a gate (usually unlocked). Continue to walk up the steep trail, through the 
gate. As the trail reaches the high point, there are good views down to Swampy 
Plain River and across Geehi Flats. The trail then leads down the hill to a three-
way intersection - turn left and continue the walk from waypoint 2.
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15 Keebles Loop

(usually unlocked) gate and 
come to a clear, three-way 
intersection where the 
alternate trail enters on 
your left.

2 Continue straight 
following the flat trail 

into Behrs Flat clearing 
(directly away from 
Swampy Plain River). After 
about 60 metres you come 
to a Y-intersection with a 

grassy trail (on your right 
is the return trail for this 
walk).

3 Continue straight 
along the main trail 

to soon walk past two 
shrubby trees. Continue 
along the 4WD trail for 
about 600 metres through 
the open, grassy clearing 
to cross a small, culverted 
creek. Then about 150 
metres later you will come 
to another Y-intersection 
(with a trail leading steeply 
up to the left).

4 Veer right and walk 
towards the hut 

along the wide trail which 
soon bends right. After 
about 150 metres the trail 
leads past the Keeble’s Hut 
information sign, to come 
to the large, open area in 
front of the hut.

5 Continue walking 
past the hut across 

the grassy flat towards 
the river, following the 
faint grassy trail. This 
soon becomes clearer and 
then bends right to head 
upstream, keeping the river 
through the trees to your 
left. Follow this trail as it 
leads you along the edge 
of the clearing, past a few 
riverside campsites until, 
about 800 metres from the 
hut, the trail bends right 
again at a large campsite 
beside the river. Follow 
the trail through the tall 
bracken ferns for about 350 
metres to come to the clear 
three-way junction that 
you first met at waypoint 3. 
Turn left and retrace your 
steps back to the start of 
the walk.

Crossing Swampy Plains Creek

Out and about — Keebles Hut 

Keebles Hut was built in 1948 as a fishing lodge by Arthur Keeble, for Arthur 
and Flo Nankervis. The hut has been under the management of NPWS since 
1970, with upkeep maintained by family members. A renovation was organised 
in 2002, by Kosciusko Huts Association and the Range Rover Club of NSW. 
The hut offers a fireplace and a wood-powered stove, as well as a large indoor 
table. Around the hut is a popular camping area, with picnic tables, a toilet and 
a river nearby. 

Geehi Hut

Roo at Behrs Flat
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16 Old Geehi Hut Tour16  Old Geehi Hut Tour  

This walk takes you on a tour of some 

of the historic huts north of Geehi 

Flats. Starting from the northern 

end of Geehi Flats Camping area 

near Geehi Hut, you will cross 

Swamping Plains River and across 

the plain to an intersection just 

before Keebles Hut. Here the walk 

heads up on the higher section of 

Behrs Flat to then head down and 

cross Swamping Plains River again 

where you will follow another trail 

to the old Geehi Hut, once used as a youth hostel.

Finding the track

From Kancoban initially drive east, towards Thredbo along the Alpine Way for 30.5 
kilometres. Just before crossing Swampy Plains River, turn right into the signposted Geehi 
Rest Area. 

From Thredbo Village initially drive west up along Alpine Way for 44 kilometres. The road 
leads over Dead Horse Gap then down past Leather Barrel and Tom Groggin campsites. 
Stay on the Alpine way until just after crossing Swampy Plains River then turn left into the 
signposted Geehi Rest Area. 

Once in the Geehi Flats Picnic and camping area, continue along the main dirt road (keeping 
right at each intersection) to come to a turning circle about 850 metres from the Alpine Way 
turn off. There is a car park, toilet and some information signs here.

At a glance 

Grade: Medium

Time: 2 hrs 

Distance: 5.5 km return

Ascent/descent: 80 m / 80 m

Conditions: Open plain; limited 
shade; active 4WD trail; two 
hazardous river crossings

GPS of start/end: -36.378, 
148.1795

Walk directions

1 Follow notes from 
Keebles Loop (walk 15) 

to waypoint 4 and veer left.  
If taking the short side trip 
to Keebles Hut (it is worth 
it), return to waypoint 4 
then turn right to continue 
this walk.

4 Head west up the 
short rise where 

the trail then veers right 
(keeping a view of Keeble’s 
Hut below and some 
distance to your right). 
Continue to follow the clear 
main trail, ignoring the side 

tracks, and after about 
650 metres follow 

the main 
trail as it 

bends right (ignoring the 
fainter left branch). The 
trail then leads you down a 
short but fairly steep bank 
and through a clearing, 
where the trail bends left. 
Continue following the 
trail along this flood plain, 
for about 300 metres, to 
another clearing just before 
the Swampy Plain River 
crossing.

5 Follow the trail across 
the rocky Swamp Plain 

River crossing. This river 
is impassable after rain or 

snow melt, so take care 
not to cross when the 

river is too high or 
too fast. Once on 

the other side, 

Behrs Flat
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16 Old Geehi Hut Tour

continue along the trail as 
it bends left and leads up 
through the open forest for 
about 300 metres to find a 
clear three-way intersection 
marked with a No Garbage 
Collection sign. 

6 Veer left and follow 
the flat 4WD trail 

towards the view of the 
long range. The trail leads 
through the open forest for 
just shy of 300 metres to 
find a grassy clearing and 
the stone Old Geehi Hut.

7 Return the way you 
came.

Out and about - Old Geehi Hut  

Old Geehi Hut (aka Youth Hostel, YHA Hut), was originally built in 1948 and 
restored after bushfires in 2004. The 7 by 4 metre river stone building has had 
a number of roles (and names) over the years, including private use (by the 
Nankervis and Mitchell families) and also a youth hostel. It has been managed 
by NPWS since 1977. The hut offers visitors a fireplace, an indoor picnic table 
and there is a toilet and camping nearby. 

Keebles Hut The northern Swampy Plains River crossing

Toilets at northern end of 
Geehi Flats camping area


