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Jutting into the air like shards of glass, the Glass House Mountains form 

a distinctive backdrop to the Sunshine Coast. This stunningly volcanic 

landscape holds a special significance in Indigenous legend and culture, 

with each of the mountains representing a member of a family, and their 

spirits dominating the area.  Although climbing many of the mountains 

is only for the experienced, there are a number of easy to moderate 

tracks in the area accessible to a wider range of walkers. The circuit 

around Mount Tibrogargan passes through shady forest, and offers the 

chance to learn about, and view, several of the other mountains. The 

short hike up Wild Horse Mountain is rewarded with expansive views. For 

something a bit different, the Soldier’s Walk at Beerburrum explores the 

history of the town as a settlement area for retired soldiers, while Ewen 

Maddock Dam is a peaceful haven for bird and nature lovers with a walk 

that takes in lakes and forest.  

The Glass House 
Mountains



The sounds of wind rustling in gum 

trees and melodic birdsong follow 

you on this dam-side walk on the 

northern fringes of the Glass House 

Mountains. The first half of the walk 

tracks the edge of the lake while the 

second half goes through a mixture 

of Rough, Scribbly and Paperbark 

trees. With a myriad of birds darting around the forest floor, the walk is 

a treat for bird lovers. There are opportunities for swimming and fishing 

on the lake and dogs are allowed on a lead.
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27 Ewen Maddock  
 Dam

At a glance 

Grade: Moderate  

Time: 3.5 hrs 

Distance: 8.5 km return 

Conditions: Shady, path muddy 
after rain 
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Finding the track 

Take the Mooloolah Connection Road (route 24) off Steve Irwin Way (route 6). The car 
park is on the left hand side of road at the dam entry. 

Walk directions

1 Start at the dam-side 
car park where there 

are picnic benches, toilets, 
a BBQ and a children’s 
play park. There is a notice 
board here detailing the 15 
kilometres of tracks in the 
area. Much of your walk 
follows the Tallowood track 
which is listed as number 
3. Take the path to the left 
of the sign, passing the 
play park to your right 
and go down the grassy 
track. Off to your left is a 
sign for a short walk along 
the dam wall. Pass to the 
right of this sign and to 
the left of a picnic shelter. 
Walk down towards the 
lake, along a short section 
of concrete path and onto 
a 100-metre wooden 
boardwalk jutting out into 
the dam. Join a forest track, 
passing through trees and 
ferns then continue over 
a couple of little wooden 
bridges. 

2 At a wooden bollard 
marked with the 

number 3, turn left onto 
a broader gravel 
and dirt 

track. At another bollard, 
turn left onto the track 
signposted for the number 
3 route. This is a narrow 
track which heads down 
towards the lake and 
rejoins the main track at a 
bollard. Turn left here.  

3 Soon you come to 
another junction at 

a bollard again 

embossed with the number 
3. Turn left here and pass 
several massive fallen trees 
including one burnt out 
from the centre. Meander 
beside the lake, keeping 
the water to your left. At 
the next junction turn left, 
going downhill to the lake, 
and then right onto the 
broad track, keeping the 
lake to your left. Shortly, at 
another junction, turn left 

again. The path 
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continues through a 
Casuarina forest to a 
junction, where you need 
to turn left again onto 
a path marked 1. Very 
shortly, emerge from the 
trees into a wide grassy 
area with houses set back 
on the right.  

4 Traverse the man-
made causeway across 

the top edge of the lake, 
with the water on either 
side of you. As you come 
off the causeway, notice 
the Melaleuca trees in the 
swampy water at the side 
of the path. Melaleucas 
withstand having their 
feet wet by storing air 
in a hollow trunk. At a 
T-junction with a closed 
track to the right, turn 
left and walk through a 
Paperbark forest. Ignore 
the various minor tracks 
off to the left and stay on 
the broad track as 
it moves away 
from the lake.  

5 Follow the path as it 
turns sharply to the 

left, then go downhill and 
across a couple of ferned 
gullies before bending left, 
back towards the lake. 
Pass a bollard, marking 
track 4 going off to the left, 
and continue straight on. 
You’ll come to a junction 
with the path ahead (going 
uphill) signposted as being 
closed. Turn left here onto 
a track which could be 
muddy after rain. You start 
to get glimpses of the lake 
through the trees to the left 
and at a T-junction (track 
closed to right) turn left. 
Continue through Scribbly 
gums, Rough bark trees 
and Melaleucas. The track 
bends first left, then right 
and finally left again. 
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Sunshine Coast environment - useful native trees 

Melaleucas are also know as Tea Trees, and their leaves have antiseptic 
properties which can help to treat acne and other bacterial skin infections. The 
scrunched up leaves release vapour which eases common cold congestion. 
Headaches can be relieved by rubbing the leaves on the forehead. The oil from 
citrus gum, citronella, is used as a mosquito repellant. 

Out and about - Ewen 
Maddock’s Cottage

As you drive into the dam car park, look 
out for the Coach House to the left of the 
track. This Queenslander style cottage is 
a replica of the original cottage, called 
Koongamoon, built by Ewen Maddock, 
son of one of the pioneer families in the 
area. Several information boards about 

the Maddock family, the Cobb and Co coach company and the history of the 
area adorn the walls of the cottage. A little further down the track, towards the 
car park, the original site of the Maddock cottage is marked with a signpost 
beneath some trees.

6 At a marker for track 
5, going off to the left, 

you’ll see horse paddocks 
up ahead. Turn left and 
follow the 5 track through 
ferns and Rough Bark 
trees until you come to a 
signpost for routes 5 and 6.  

7 Turn left onto the 
track marked with 

the number 6 which leads 
out to a viewpoint over 
the lake. Note, however, 
that the path can become 
waterlogged and impassible 
after rain. Retrace your 
steps to the junction and 
turn left onto track number 
5. Ignore a track off to the 
left marked track closed 
and carry straight on. At a 
junction of paths beside a 
metal gate, turn right onto 

the track 
marked 1 

and you’ll come 
back to the horse 

paddocks. From 
this point, retrace your 

steps by walking on the 
path straight ahead and 
following it through the 
forest then back along the 
lakeside.  



Wandering along the quiet streets 

and avenues of the pleasant 

Glass House Mountain township 

of Beerburrum, this walk follows 

an historical trail past landmark 

buildings and detailed information 

signs about the Soldier’s Settlement 

Scheme. The scheme ran after the 

First World War, attempting, but 

ultimately failing, to offer a new life 

to returning veterans. A variation takes you to the town cemetery where 

many of the veterans are buried in unmarked graves.
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28 Beerburrum  
 Soldier’s Walk

At a glance 

Grade: Easy Time: 1 hr 

Distance: 1.5 km circuit 

Conditions: Shady 

Getting there:

Train: Beerburrum Railway Station

Car: Street parking on Church 
Street, Beerburrum 
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Walk directions

1 Begin outside the 
Beerburrum Railway 

Station. Walk directly 
over Church Street and 
on to Anzac Avenue. 
This street was originally 
called Hunter Street, but 
after lobbying from WW1 
veterans living in the town, 
was changed to Anzac 
Avenue. In 1920, returned 
soldiers planted the Avenue 
of Honour with Camphor 
Laurel, Weeping Fig and 
Palm trees. On the central 
reservation, notice the 
metal sign with information 
about the planting of the 
trees and the epitaph: 
“They are 

gone, they are dead. But 
the trees, they still remain.”  

2 Continue up Anzac 
Avenue until you 

come to the Old Bakery, 
about half way up the road. 
This is the last remaining 
commercial building from 
the original Beerburrum 
settlement. The bakery 
had a large brick oven 
which once baked 300 
loaves a day. On the other 
side of Anzac Avenue is 
the old School of Arts 

building. This was once 
the town library but was 
converted to a School of 
Arts in 1919. The School 
became a social hub for the 
town, with Saturday night 
dances, concerts and movie 
screenings. During World 
War II, soldiers stationed in 
the town regularly put on 
shows for the locals at the 
hall. Continue up Anzac 
Avenue. 

3 At the T-junction, 
cross over Beerburrum 

Road as well as the grass 
verge on the other side to 

get to a bitumen path. 
Turn right on this 

path and shortly 
you come to 

a signpost 
which 

talks 

Walk variation 

The dirt track running from the back of the car park beside the school (waypoint 
3), winds through peaceful Paperbark forest for approximately one kilometre 
to the old cemetery. A sign at the gate points out that there are approximately 
38 unmarked graves here, many for soldiers who had returned injured from the 
First World War. Inside there are a few gravestones, and trees planted by local 
school children in remembrance. Retrace your footsteps along the track back 
to the school and continue the walk as above.
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about the history of the 
railway line. Continue 
along the bitumen path 
to the old service station. 
Cross over the driveway to 
the service station and then 
the entrance to the school 
car park. 

4 Continue along the 
pavement in front 

of Beerburrum Primary 
School. The school was 
opened in 1918 and was 
originally just a one-
roomed building with 
21 students. Outside the 

main entrance is another 
notice board which talks 
about how the school 
was built. Continue along 
the pavement for a few 
metres to Parrot Park, 
which has play equipment 
and BBQs. There is a final 
notice board here, detailing 
the farming the veteran 
farmers undertook, and 
the ultimate demise of 
the Soldier’s Settlement 
scheme. Cross over 
Beerburrum Road to 
the line of shops, which 
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Sunshine Coast history – the Soldier’s Settlement 
Scheme 

After the First World War, the Soldier’s Settlement Scheme offered 500 parcels 
of land at Beerburrum to returning veterans. Over 400 took up the offer, and 
set out to establish small farms in the area. With basic training the farmers 
mainly grew pineapples. The town of Beerburrum grew up around the scheme 
with a butcher’s shop, bakery, boarding house and School of Arts being 
established. Ultimately the Soldier’s Settlement Scheme failed, however. The 
land around Beerburrum had poor soil, and the soldiers were not well trained, 
or supported, and many were just too sick or injured to be able to continue. 
The hospital, which had opened in 1920, closed its doors in 1932 and is now a 
private home. After the Second World War, Beerburrum was revitalised with 
the establishment of forestry plantations in the area. The connection with the 
European great wars continued, however, with many of the trees being planted 
by displaced people from Eastern Europe.

includes a café, post office 
and newsagent as well as 
the general store. Turn left 
and follow the pavement to 
the junction with Church 
Street.  

5 Turn right down 
Church Street and 

follow it, crossing over 
Hibiscus Avenue, to the 
junction with Anzac 
Avenue. Cross over Church 
Street here to get to 
Beerburrum Rail Station 
and the start point of the 
walk. 



The fire tower atop Wild Horse 

Mountain stands out like a beacon 

as you drive up the Bruce Highway, 

and the entrance to the summit 

walk lies just a couple of minutes 

drive from the motorway. A short, 

steep climb leads up to the tower, 

123 metres above sea level, and is 

rewarded with great views across 

the Glass House Mountains as well 

as the entire Sunshine Coast. The 

immediate area is surrounded by plantation forest, and the fire tower 

serves as a lookout point for bush fires. The mountain gets its name from 

the feral brumbie ponies that once roamed freely here. 
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29 Wild Horse  
 Mountain

At a glance 

Grade: Medium

Time: 1 hr 

Distance: 1.5 km return 

Conditions: Exposed 

Getting there:

Car: Turn off the Bruce Highway 
at Johnston Road, Glass House 
Mountain
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Walk directions

1 Begin at the car park 
at the end of the Wild 

Horse Mountain lookout 
access road, off Johnston 
Road. Go up the gravel 
steps to the left of a metal 
gate at the end of the car 
park, and onto a paved 
roadway. This roadway is 
for fire service vehicles. The 
path climbs relentlessly up 
the side of the mountain 
through a forest of She-oak 
and Rough Bark trees. 
As you climb, notice that 
many of the trees here have 
blackened barks, scars 
from bush fires. Bush fires 
are a perennial problem in 
Australia, and many plants 
and trees have adapted 
so that they can survive 
the harsh conditions. 
Both the Rough Bark and 
Grass Trees which you 
see beside the path have 
especially tough trunks 
which can withstand 
extreme temperatures.  

2 As you approach 
the halfway point, 

you will start to get 
views of the Glass 
House Mountains 
to the west and the 
Sunshine Coastline 
to the east. To your 
right, glimpses emerge 
of Mount Beerwah 
and Mount Coorawin, 
then Tibrogargan, and 
to the east Caloundra can 
be seen on the horizon 
beyond the 23,000 
hectares of plantation 
pine forest. Notice the 
mosaic pattern of the 

forestry plantation. This 
deliberate compartment 
planting aims to preserve 
water quality, follow river 
courses and trace native 
forest buffer zones. Timber 
was essential for building 
up the fledgling pioneer 
communities at the end 
of the 19th Century, and 
several timber towns were 
established in the Sunshine 
Coast 

hinterland. The towns 
were often built beside 
a river, which was used 
to transport logs to 
Pumicestone Passage, on 
the coast. The logs then 
travelled by barge to the 
sawmills of Brisbane. Once 
the timber beside the river 
was depleted, hinterland 
towns were set up to 
further exploit the timber 

resources of the area.  

3 After about 
25 minutes 

you will reach 
a turning circle 
at the end of the 
roadway and the 
base of the large 
covered octagonal 
fire tower. Around 
the base of the fire 
tower is a series 
of information 
boards about 
forestry in 
Queensland. To 
access the fire 
tower itself, 
go up the 
short flight of 
wooden steps. 
Inside there 
is a central 
pillar with 
a map of 
the area. 
Compass 
points are 
marked 
around 
the edge 
of the 
tower, 

and there 
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are also more information 
boards around the interior 
roof of the shelter. In the 
distance to the east you 
can see the Glass House 
Mountains. On the left 
is Mt Beerburrum with 
its own fire tower, and to 
the right are Mt Beerwah 
and Coonowrin. In the 
middle is the impressive 
Tibrogargan Mountain, 
which has a quarry and the 
DPI Forestry nursery on its 
flanks. The walk returns 
down the same path, and 
on the way back there are 
expansive views of the 
Glass House Mountains.  
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Sunshine Coast environment - Grass Trees

The Grass Tree, also called Xanthorrhoea, only grows in Australia and has a 
lifespan of up to 600 years. They grow incredibly slowly, taking a century to 
reach a metre in height. The distinctive black trunks are made of a mass of old 
leaf bases held together with resin. They are very hardy plants, able to survive 
drought and bushfire. The black colour of the trunk (they are known as Black 
Boys in Western Australia) comes from bush fires. Once every few years a 
flower spear will emerge from the grassy top of the tree. The flower attracts 
nectar loving birds and insects.

Sunshine Coast geography - the Glass House Mountains  

Looking out over the landscape of the Glass House Mountains, it is easy to 
see why Captain Cook was so awe-inspired when he named them in 1770. 
From a virtually flat plain, the dozen or so mountains thrust themselves almost 
vertically into the air. The mountains were formed many millions of years ago 
during a period of intense volcanic activity. Volcanic Rhyolite and Trachyte rock 
pushed its way through the soft sandstone layers of the Landsborough area 
to form the mountains. This type of volcanic rock is known for its tendency to 
leave steep sided mountains behind. Several of the mountains have impressive 
columns on their sides where the rock has cooled quickly. Mount Beerwah, 
the tallest of the Glass House Mountains, is sometimes called The Pipe Organ 
because of this.



Traveling clockwise around the 

base of Tibrogargan, one of the 

most distinctive of the Glass House 

Mountains, this is a rugged walk for 

the moderately fit. The walk travels 

on a well-maintained path through 

Melaleuca, Casuarina groves and 

open Eucalypt forest. There are 

information plaques along the route 

detailing interesting facts about the 

flora, fauna and history of the area, as well as numerous opportunities to 

view the other Glass House Mountains from strategically placed benches.
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30 Tibrogargan  
 Circuit 

At a glance 

Grade: Medium 

Time: 1.5 hrs 

Distance: 3.5 km return 

Conditions: Mostly shaded 

Getting there:

Car: Car park at Barrs Road, off 
Steve Irwin Way
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Walk directions

1 Start at the edge of 
the car park off Barrs 

Road on the western side 
of the mountain. There are 
picnic tables and toilets 
here, and an orientation 
board provides information 
about the various tracks 
and the wildlife which 
lives in the area. Begin on 
the gravel path, marked 
with a signpost for the 
Tibrogargan Circuit, to the 
east of the car park. The 
path climbs gently until, 
after about five minutes, 
it forks at a signpost 
indicating that the walk 
continues to the left.  

2 A few steps lead up 
to a bench with good 

views of the twin peaks 
of Mt Tunbududla. Black 
Cockatoos feed on the 
nuts of the Casuarina trees 
here and if you listen 
you may be 

able to hear the soft 
cracking sound of them 
splitting the nuts. Follow 
the path as it contours 
around the mountain 
and, after a 200-metre 
climb up a gentle slope 
of staggered stone steps, 
reaches a lookout over 
Mount Beerwah and 
Mount Coonowrin, the 
mother and son in the 
Aboriginal story. Passing 
a summit path and a sign, 
which warns that only 
experienced climbers 
should venture here, 
continue on the level path 
to the left. Fire sweeps 
though the forest during 
hot weather and you can 
see the evidence in the 
plants here. Stringy Bark, 
Black Butt and Bloodwood 
trees all 

have a thick fire-tolerant 
bark which protects them 
from bush fires, but the 
barks of many have been 
blackened by fire.  

3 Continue until 
you come to a 

third lookout, to Mount 
Ngungun. After a gradual 
descent, cross a pretty 
stone bridge over one of 
the many small streams 
that flow down the 
mountain after rain storms. 
The path then meanders 
through a forest before 
descending on spaced 
stone steps to a wooden 
bridge spanning a ferned 
gully. Look out for Grass 
Trees here. When the track 
splits, continue to the right. 
The path then opens out 

traversing open 
eucalypt 

forest. 
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4 From the wooden 
bench at the next 

lookout it is possible see 
Mount Cooee. Look out 
for the vertical cooling 
columns, which were 
formed 26 million years 
ago, around its flank. 
Continue on a gradual 
descent.

5 When arrive at a 
bigger semi circular 

wooden seating area 
overlooking Mount Cooee, 
continue following the path 
which levels out around 
the eastern side of the 
mountain. Cross another 
small wooden bridge and, 

after a gradual ascent on 
a gravel path, a second 
wooden bridge. Continue 
on, passing another summit 
track with a warning sign 
to the right. Follow the 
track as it very gently 
descends to the southern 
side of the mountain where 
again you may see the odd 
burnt out tree. 

6 At a split in the path 
take the track to the 

right (the track to the left is 
the 4.7-kilometre Trachyte 
Circuit). Head up the stone 
steps and then follow the 
path as it weaves its way 
around to the west side of 
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Sunshine Coast history - Aboriginal legend 

In an Aboriginal legend, the Glass House Mountains represent a family. The 
story says that the father, Tibrogargan, saw a large wave heading inland, so 
gathered up his children to head to safety. He asked his son Coonowrin to 
help his heavily pregnant wife, Beerwah, but Coonowrin ran off on his own. 
Tibrogargan was ashamed and hit Coonowrin with a club, making his neck 
crooked. Later Coonowrin said he’d thought his mother was big enough to look 
after herself, but Tibrogargan was so annoyed that he turned his back on his 
son and refused to look at him again. Today, Tibrogargan still stares out to sea, 
while behind him Coonowrin cries and Beerwah, still pregnant, looks on. 

the mountain. After 200 
metres there is a bench 
with views to Mount 
Beerburrum, which means 
Rainbow Lorikeet in the 
local Aborigine language. 
In summer there are Grass 
Trees, Banksias and Yellow 
Peas in flower here. Follow 
the path as it gradually 
undulates round to a stone 
bridge, then levels out. You 
soon find yourself back at 
the junction mentioned 
at the end of waypoint 1. 
Turn left to go back down 
the path to the car park.


