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As the full moon rose over the palms,  Ayu moved her feet as she performed 
the traditional Balinese dance, the Legong.

This atmospheric picture book by award-winning author, David Cox, tells 
how a young girl in Indonesia once performed the beautiful Legong dance 
for her village.  First published in 1984, this fully revised edition includes new 
artwork, author’s notes and information about the Legong dance.  With rich 
themes of tradition, family and cultural heritage, the book addresses the new 
Australian curriculum focus on Asia and is perfect for classroom study. 

These notes are for:

Primary – Kindergarten to Year 4• 

Key Learning Areas:

English• 
HSIE• 
Visual Art• 
Performing Arts – Dance• 

Example of:

Picture book/visual text• 
Storytelling • 
Recount• 
Personal reminiscence• 

Values addressed:

Doing your best• 
Understanding, tolerance & • 
inclusion

*Notes may be downloaded and printed for 
  regular classroom use only.
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These notes provide a variety of discussion questions and activities  that 
can be used with Ayu and the Perfect Moon. These activities are suited to a 
range of ages, ability levels and learning styles. Please select accordingly.
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Themes:

Cultural diversity (Balinese culture)• 
Traditions• 
Family heritage• 
Perseverance/persistence• 
Dance• 

David Cox was born in 1933 in a town called Goondiwindi. He grew up in 
the country and when he left school, at sixteen, went to work as a jackeroo 
on sheep and cattle stations in western Queensland. By the time he was 
twenty-one, he had saved enough money to go to London, where he 
enrolled at St Martins School of Art.  While still in Beginners’ Class, he 
carried out his fi rst book illustration commission for Puffi n Books. 

David was away from Australia for eight years. He worked at various jobs, 
spent time in Spain and France, and joined Unity Theatre, London to paint 
sets. When he came back to Australia, David worked in the newspaper 
industry as a press artist and illustrator and wrote articles and travel 
stories. 

In 1978, he won a Walkley Award for newspaper illustration. Several of 
David’s picture books have been short-listed for the CBCA Book of the 
Year Awards and two have won citations as Honour Books. Bossyboots won 
a Children’s Choices Magazine Award in the USA and was included, as was 
Ayu and the Perfect Moon, in that country’s Children’s Choices List. In 2007 
he received the Dame Isabelle Rankin Award for distinguished services to 
Children’s Literature in Queensland.
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David Cox on Ayu and the Perfect Moon

“In 1974, my wife and I, supported by a joint grant from the Literature Board of the Australia Council, travelled to Indonesia for the 
fi rst time. Like so many other people we were charmed by the island of Bali and its artistic people, and we have returned to the country 
several times over the years. 

My wife, Betty Beath, is a composer and she composed music to accompany the words of Indonesian poets, and together we wrote a 
musicdrama for children, The Raja who Married an Angel. We made many friends in Bali, especially amongst the artists and musicians. Betty 
studied Balinese gamelan music and I made drawings of everything I saw.

Ayu was just a small girl in a Balinese village. She was being trained for the traditional dance, the Legong, an important dance that 
originated in Balinese palaces. It is a dance of quick, graceful steps and hand movements. Small girls are the ones who perform the dance 
with most beauty; when they grow a little older they are no longer Legong dancers. 

Ayu was taught along with two other girls and we were lucky to be able to follow their training and rehearsals. They had never danced 
the Legong before and, by tradition, their fi rst performance would be held on the night of a full moon. They danced in ornate costumes 
on bare earth and under a big moon. It was beautiful. 

The Indonesian word for “perfect” is “sempurna”, and the words for “the full moon” are “bulan purnama”. When I was writing this book 
I put the words together in a kind of pun: “Ayu and the Perfect Moon”, to refl ect the moon’s perfect roundness and because it was a time 
of perfect happiness. 

Ayu’s family moved away from that village that Betty and I visited, and we lost touch with them. I imagine that Ayu may be a mother now, 
and she might be a lawyer or a doctor … she was a clever girl. I am so glad that she will dance on in this Walker Books edition.”

From Ayu and the Perfect Moon. 

In the Classroom

What do you think the story might be about from the title of • 
the book only? Where do you think it is set? Do your ideas 
change after seeing the cover? 

What is the fi rst thing you look at on the cover of the book? • 
This is called the “salient object” (the object that stands out 
most). Why is your eye drawn to this object? Compare your 
response with other classmates’.  Are their salient objects the 
same as yours? 

What are the main colours used on the cover of the book? • 
Why do you think the illustrator has chosen these colours? 
What feelings do you associate with each of them? 

The girl on the cover is shown facing away from the viewer. • 
Where is she looking? Why do you think the author has 
drawn her this way? Would the picture have felt different if 
she were looking straight at the viewer? In what way? 

Listen to the story being read aloud without looking at • 
the illustrations. Then, read the story while viewing the 
illustrations. Do the illustrations change your understanding of 
the story in any way? How?

Before Reading

Discuss the island of Bali as a class. What do you know about • 
it? Has anyone ever visited there? What memories do they 
have of their visit? 

Research Bali on the internet. Collect information about its • 
size, population, fl ora and fauna, history, climate, food and 
drink, culture and government. Use this information to create 
a tourism brochure for Bali. 

From the book, what do you learn about life in a Balinese • 
village? Make sure you consider the illustrations as well as 
the story. What are some of the activities the villagers in the 
pictures are doing? 

Ayu and the Perfect Moon • was fi rst published in 1984. How 
has Bali changed since then? What important events have 
occurred? 

The “oral tradition” (passing down history and culture by • 
word of mouth) is an important part of many cultures. 
Research a culture where the oral tradition plays a major 
role. Some possibilities include Indigenous Australian, Inuit or 
Romany culture. 

Mathematics 

Create a Venn diagram showing how Ayu’s life is similar and • 
different to yours. 

Discussion Questions and Activities

HSIE/Geography
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      LOTE

Ask a member of your local Indonesian community to teach • 
the class some simple phrases in Indonesian. (Alternately, 
you may like to look at a website such as www.hello-world.
com/Indonesian/index.php)

English – Speaking, Writing and Refl ection

Do you think that sharing stories is important? Why or why • 
not? What stories are told in your family? 

In small groups, share stories about important or meaningful • 
events in your lives. Choose one of the other people’s 
stories then swap groups and tell this story to your new 
group as if it were your own. How is telling your own story 
different to telling someone else’s? Which did you fi nd 
easier? Why? 

 Why does the author choose to have the older Ayu • 
recounting a story from her past, rather than simply setting 
the book back then? How would the book have been 
different if we only encountered Ayu as a girl and did not 
have the framing story at the beginning and end? 

Invite a professional storyteller to visit the school.  After • 
hearing them tell a story, discuss what techniques they use 
to bring their story to life. Consider their use of language, 
gestures, expression and voice. Devise your own story and 
tell it to the class using some of these techniques. 

Ayu’s mother danced the Legong dance, a tradition which • 
she passed on to her daughter.  Look up the meaning of the 
word “tradition”.  What traditions are there in your family? 

Interview a grandparent or member of an older generation • 
about when they were younger. Create a picture book 
based on one of their memories. Read this story to a 
younger class at school. 

Ayu practised dancing until the prince of the village asked • 
her to perform for the people. Can you think of a time 
when you worked hard to improve at something? What 
was it? What happened? Are there any other ways you have 
demonstrated perseverance in your life? 

“And then the music began to play: thudding drums, gongs • 
that boomed, tinkling keys of the gamelan and the bamboo 
fl ute like a silken thread of melody.” (pp18-19) David Cox 
uses imagery (descriptive language) to recreate the sound 
of the music Ayu dances to.  Write out the verbs in this 
sentence. How does each verb make you feel? What other 
verbs could Cox have used in place of each? Would these 
have been as effective? Why or why not? 

A simile is when one object is said to be like, or similar • 
to, another object. For example, “the setting sun was like 
a ball of fi re” or “the sky was as clear as birdsong.”  What 
example of a simile can you fi nd in the book?

Copy and complete the similes below, then use these similes • 
to write a poem about Ayu’s dance. Try to use vivid or 
original descriptions which create pictures in the mind of 
the reader.

- Ayu danced like.............................................
- The drums boomed like..............................
- The moon was as bright as.........................

Read David Cox’s author note at the end of the book. Who • 
was the real Ayu? Does reading this note make you view the 
story differently? In what way? 

Visual Literacy

“From then on … the night before.” (pp12-13) How is • 
the composition (layout) of the illustrations different on 
these pages? What is the illustrator trying to emphasise 
by presenting the pictures this way? (Hint: think about the 
passage of time.) 

A full page illustration depicts Ayu fl ying to the moon when • 
she performs the dance of the angry bird.  Why has the 
illustrator chosen to draw her this way? What might he be 
trying to emphasise about how Ayu feels when she dances? 
Do you ever feel like Ayu does in this picture? When? 

What is happening in the fi nal illustration? Why is this • 
important? 

Science

“From then on ... the night before.” (pp12-13) How does • 
the moon change in the pictures on these pages? Keep 
a lunar diary at home for a month, drawing the shape of 
the moon each night. What do you notice about the way 
it changes?

Research the different phases of the moon (crescent › • 
half › gibbous › full › gibbous › half › crescent). Use this 
information to create a moon mobile, cutting paper 
plates into the shape of the moon at each phase. Use 
a sponge to lightly apply different shades of pale blue 
or grey paint to each piece, creating a mottled effect. 
(Alternately, you could cover the cut-outs with aluminum 
foil.) Attach a piece of string to each piece and hang 
them in order from a silver metal coathanger. 

Art and Craft

Create a dress up paper doll of Ayu in her dancer’s • 
costume. (You may like to look at http://www.wikihow.com/
Make-Paper-Dolls for inspiration.)

Make a Balinese fan using the instruction sheet provided. • 

Performing Arts

Look at the illustrations of Ayu dancing the dance of the • 
angry bird. Practice doing some of the movements shown in 
the pictures.

In small groups, choreograph your own dance. Choose a • 
name for your dance and then perform it to the class. 

Read the notes on the Legong dance in the back of the • 
book. What are fi ve new facts you learned about the dance? 
Research more about the Legong dance on the internet. 
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You will need:
• one sheet of A4 paper (white or coloured)
• coloured crepe paper
• coloured pencils, textas or paint
• glitter, beads etc. to decorate (optional)
• glue
• sticky tape or a stapler
 
instructions:
• Turn the piece of paper horizontally. 
• Cover one side of the page with patterns and pictures. Decorate with glitter, beads etc. as desired. 
•  Cut a piece of crepe paper that is 3cm taller than your page. Glue this to the underside of the page 

(the side without pictures) to create a colourful border. 
•  Concertina-fold your page by folding back the side 3cm. Flip your page over then fold back 3cm in the 

opposite direction. Flip over and fold again. Repeat until the entire page is folded. 
•  Pinch the page together at the bottom 

then fold over the bottom few 
centimetres. Secure with a stapler or 
sticky tape. 

•  Fan out the top of your page into an 
arc.

FAN
Create your own Balinese fan by following the instructions below. 

Original illustrations © 2011 David Cox. All rights reserved.




