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Outline:
At the bottom of town lies a long looping street. I wonder who lives here. Who will we meet?

Author/Illustrator Information:
Bestselling picture book author Katrina Germein writes stories that delight children and adults alike. Her popular 
book Big Rain Coming has been published around the world, remains in print more than a decade since its release, 
and is one of three of Katrina’s titles to have won a Notable Book commendation from the Children’s Book Council 
of Australia. In 2011 Katrina’s book My Dad Thinks He’s Funny was short-listed for children’s choice awards across 
Australia as well as being Highly Commended in the Prime Minister’s Literary Awards. Aside from writing, sunshine 
makes Katrina happy and so does swimming in the sea with her three children.

Anthea Stead is a graphic designer and illustrator who grew up in Sydney’s western suburbs. She graduated from 
Sydney College of the Arts with a BA in Visual Communications and from there designed magazines both in Sydney 
and the UK while freelancing on the side as an illustrator. Anthea lives on the south coast of NSW with her husband 
and daughter. Somebody’s House is her first book.

How to use these notes:
This story works on many levels. The suggested activities are therefore for a wide age and ability range. Please select 
accordingly.
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These notes 
are for:

• Primary
years F-2
• Ages 3+

Example of:
• Picture book

• Fiction
• Imaginative 

text

Themes/
Ideas:

• Community
• Colours
• Shapes
• Diversity
• Rhyme

National Curriculum Focus:*
English content descriptions include:

Key Learning 
Areas:

• English *Key content 
descriptions have 
been identified 
from the Australian 
National Curriculum. 
However, this is not 
an exhaustive list of 
National Curriculum 
content able to be 
addressed through 
studying this text. 

Foundation
ACELA1429
ACELA1430
ACELA1432
ACELA1434
ACELA1786
ACELA1440
ACELT1575
ACELT1577
ACELT1783

ACELY1647
ACELY1648
ACELY1651

Year 1
ACELA1446
ACELA1447
ACELA1449
ACELA1453
ACELT1581
ACELT1582
ACELT1583
ACELY1658
ACELY1661

Year 2
ACELA1462
ACELA1463
ACELA1465
ACELA1469
ACELT1589
ACELT1593
ACELY1667

Anthea Stead on Somebody’s House
Somebody’s House was such fun to illustrate. I love creating colourful pictures so Somebody’s House was perfect for 
this. The story of a little girl meandering through the street on her way home reminded me of me as a child coming 
home from school!

I let the colour of each house set the scene and then just let my imagination runaway with itself as to who was living 
in each house. I did lots of layers of paint, oil pastels (which I love scratching into!) and some collage too. Knowing 
when to stop with a picture can sometimes be hard for me.
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Before reading Somebody’s House, view the cover and 
title of the book. Identify the following:
• The title of the book
• The author
• The Illustrator
• The publisher
• The blurb

What do you think the story might be about from looking 
at the title only? Do your ideas change after seeing the 
cover?

Is Somebody’s House a real or imagined story? How can 
you tell? 

What is the purpose of this text? Is it giving information, 
telling a story or giving instructions? How can you tell? 

The character in a book who is telling the story is called 
the narrator. Who is the narrator in this book? How can 
you tell?

The narrator is guessing who might be in each house 
based on the clues she sees from the outside. Make 
up your own story about who lives in each house. Write 
your story or draw a picture and display everyone’s 
pictures around the classroom.

Read the book aloud to the class, stopping on each 
page that asks “Who do you think is inside?” Ask the 
students to suggest who they think lives in each house 
based on the clues they can see from the outside. 

What does the phrase “don’t judge a book by its cover” 
mean? Have a class discussion about the meaning 
and how it applies to this book. Also discuss how you 
shouldn’t judge a person based on their appearance.

Each house the narrator passes is described by its 
colour. Set up colour displays in your classroom to 
explore all the different places where you can find each 
colour. Ask students to bring in items from home for 
each colour (orange, yellow, green, blue and red). 

What does your house look like? Draw a picture of 
where you live and include some clues about what 
people might find inside. 

The illustrator used paint, oil pastels (that she scratched 
into) and collage to create the illustrations for this book. 
Create an artwork where you experiment with different 
media to create a unique effect.

A fun idea is a crayon scratch painting. Start with a 

white sheet of paper; draw a pattern with crayons 
covering the whole sheet. Then paint over the entire 
paper with black paint, making sure no colour shows 
through (you might need two coats). Once the paint is 
completely dry, use a toothpick to draw a picture by 
scratching the black paint away.

What is your favourite part/page of Somebody’s House? 
What do you like about it?

What does the reader know about the narrator from 
reading the book? As a class, list some describing 
words about her. Have a guess at what her name is. 
Create a word cloud for her at www.abcya.com/word_
clouds

Analyse one of the double-page spreads from the book.
Questions to ask could include:
• What do you look at first? Why? Then how does 

your eye travel around the page? (This is called the 
“reading path”.)

• What techniques and materials has Anthea Stead 
used? (For example, pencil, watercolour, collage.)

• What perspective has she used? Is the picture 
shown close-up or from a distance?

• What objects are big and small? Why are they 
shown this way?

• What objects are in the foreground (front) of the 
picture? The background? Midground?

• What are the dominant colours? What mood 
(feeling) do these colours create?

• Where are the creatures or people in the picture 
looking? Why are they looking there? What effect 
does this have?

Have students look at a selection of picture books from 
the library. Identify who the illustrators are. How many 
different styles of illustration can the students identify? 
How do they differ? What type of illustrations do they 
prefer?

Have a class discussion on how to keep safe when 
walking around on the street. Discuss crossing the road 
safely, stranger danger, what to do if you are in trouble 
and so on. 
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Discussion Questions and Activities



The Artistic Process of 
Anthea Stead

Anthea Stead is a graphic designer and illustrator who grew up in Sydney’s western 
suburbs. She graduated from Sydney College of the Arts with a BA in Visual 

Communications and from there designed magazines both in Sydney and the UK 
while freelancing on the side as an illustrator. Anthea lives on the south coast 

of NSW with her husband and daughter. Somebody’s House is her first book. Below is 
an exclusive look at draft illustrations from Somebody’s House including Anthea’s 

original photos used for inspiration when colouring the book.

Somebody’s House
by Katrina Germein & Anthea Stead

ISBN 9781921720338
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