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Outline:
Annie loves her pet snails. They have lots of adventures together. She even makes them a special home in an ice-
cream container. She thinks they’ll be very happy. But will they?

Walker Stories support beginner readers making the transition from picture books in an engaging, entertaining and 
accessible way. Each title features three highly illustrated, individual short stories linked by one character, so readers 
can build familiarity and confidence

Author/Illustrator Information:
Dianne Wolfer currently lives in Albany and is the proud author of 12 books for teenagers and younger readers. 
Her books have been short-listed for various awards and are read in schools across Australia and overseas. She 
has travelled the world, walked the Kokoda trail back in 2002 and she was the Western Australia Advisor for the 
International Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI) from 2006-2012. For more information, visit 
her website www.diannewolfer.com

Gabriel Evans currently lives in Western Australia. He was very young when he picked up a paintbrush and 
discovered he could make marks on paper. Gabriel decided to make this new discovery his profession. Since then 
he has created paintings using watercolour, gouache, inks, pencils, charcoal and oil. Gabriel co-created a family 
greeting card line under the name “Creations in a Teapot” (www.creationinateapot.com). He’s never had to buy a 
greeting card since. Gabriel’s studio is very messy as he believes creativity is found in clutter. Walker Stories: Annie’s 
Snails is his first book.

How to use these notes:
This story works on many levels. The suggested activities are therefore for a wide age and ability range. Please select 
accordingly.
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These notes 
are for:

• Primary
years F-1
• Ages 5+

Example of:
• Novel
• Fiction

Themes/
Ideas:

• Responsibility
• Imaginative 

play
• Looking after 

animals

National Curriculum Focus:*Key Learning 
Areas:

• English
• Science

*Key content 
descriptions have 
been identified 
from the Australian 
National Curriculum. 
However, this is not 
an exhaustive list of 
National Curriculum 
content able to be 
addressed through 
studying this text. 

Foundation
ACELA1430
ACELA1432
ACELA1440
ACELT1575
ACELT1577
ACELT1783
ACELT1578
ACELT1580
ACELY1646
ACELY1647
ACELY1648

Year 1
ACELA1787
ACELA1453
ACELT1581
ACELT1582
ACELT1584
ACELT1586
ACELY1657
ACELY1658
ACELY1661

Foundation
ACSSU002
ACSHE013
ACSIS011
ACSIS233
ACSIS012

Year 1
ACSSU017
ACSSU211
ACSHE022
ACSIS213
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Before reading

From the title of the book only, what do you think the story 
might be about? How do your predictions change after 
looking at the cover? What about after reading the blurb?

View the cover of the book and identify the following:
• the series title
• the author
• the illustrator
• the publisher
• the logo

View the cover of Annie’s Snails and have a class discussion 
on the following:

• What sort of relationship do you think the girl and 
the snails have? What gives you this impression?

• Consider body language, composition/positioning, 
facial expressions and gaze (the direction the 
characters are looking.)

• What is the dominant (main) colour used on the 
cover? What mood or feeling does this evoke?

• What adjectives would you use to describe the title 
font used by the designer? Why do you think they 
have chosen this font?

After reading

Is Annie’s Snails imaginative (fiction) or informative (non-
fiction)? How can you tell?

Why are character’s names written with a capital letter? 
When do you use a capital letter?

Have you read any other books about snails? Tell the class 
about the story and what happened in it.

What are some of the things Annie does to look after her 
snails? Choose an animal often kept as a pet and use the 
RSPCA World of Animal Welfare site  
(http://www.woaw.org.au/animals/) or a book from the 
library to research what would be involved in caring for it. 
Consider diet, space, exercise requirements, grooming, 
vaccinations, etc. Use this information to create a brochure 
about looking after your chosen pet.

Write a story about a day in the life of a snail from the snail’s 
point-of-view.

Find an image of snails in an informative (non-fiction) book 
and compare it to the illustrations of the snails in Annie’s 
Snails. List the similarities and differences. Why do you 
think the illustrator has drawn the snails like this in the 
book?
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Discussion Questions and Activities

Dianne Wolfer on Annie’s Snails

Gabriel Evans on Annie’s Snails

The idea for Annie’s Snails was sparked by my husband Pete talking about the time the 
oldest granddaughter, Amelie, was covered in snails. Amelie was about six at the time. She 
had collected a container full of garden snails and they were having races along her arms 
and legs. Very slow races! Amelie had hours of fun with her pet snails. She loved the tickly 
feel of them and the trails they left on her skin, just as her mother Sarah did when she was a 
girl. 

Most children long for a pet, but that’s not always possible. Snails and other garden 
creatures make great temporary pets. Children can learn about life cycles, their food and homes. The reason I included 
garden adventures and a cubbyhouse in my story is because my sister and I loved making imaginary worlds when we were 
young. We used ordinary things like washing baskets, sheets and garden chairs to build cubbies. Imagination is a wonderful 
thing and all children enjoy creating magical spaces. I’ve had fun writing about Annie and her pet snails, but dogs are still 
my favourite kind of pet!

Growing up in the country I’ve always been surrounded by pets and insects, slugs and snails. I love 
that Annie, like me, enjoyed playing with animals in the garden. Looking after pets is healthy fun as a 
child, it helps build a respect for living nature. Annie is based on three little girls, all of whom have since 
grown up, but no doubt secretly envy the early days of snail racing!
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Survey class members about the pets they have at home. 
Create a bar graph displaying this information. Work out 
the average number of pets each class member has.

What other animals might Annie find when she is searching 
for snails in her garden? 

Design a vegetable patch with your favourite vegetable 
plants. Draw a picture of your vegetable patch and write a 
plan of how you would look after it. 

Research snails in your school library or on the internet. 
Where do they live? What do they eat? Draw a diagram of 
a snail and label the physical characteristics.

In the chapter “Runaway Pets!”, Annie and her brother go 
on an imaginative adventure to search for the snails. In 
pairs, go on your own imaginative adventure around your 
classroom or playground, creating an exciting story as 
you go. Afterwards, take turns telling the class about what 
happened on your adventure. 

In the chapter “Sad Snails”, Annie feels a number of 
emotions about the snails. Taking clues from the story and 
illustrations, make a list of the emotions she is feeling.

In the chapter “Sad Snails”, Annie and her family go on 
a picnic lunch. In small groups, brainstorm all the things 
you would take on a picnic. Think about food, drinks, 
something to sit on, sun safety and activities.

Although it may be best to leave animals in their 

natural habitats, it may also be possible to create artificial 
environments for them to live in that are healthy and 
comfortable. In groups, design an artificial habitat for 
snails, complete with a list of materials needed, a diagram 
with measurements and an explanation of how the living 
environment caters to the needs of snails.

What message do the snails give to Annie as they slide away 
towards the tomato bush on pages 62-63?

Activity sheet
Name the six snails on the activity sheet on the following 
page and write the first initial of each name on their shell. 
Colour the snails in and cut them out. See how many words 
you can make by rearranging the snails. 
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Mr Tripp Goes for a Skate
Author: Sandy McKay
Illustrator: Ruth Paul
9781921529733
AU$11.95/NZ$13.99
Classroom ideas available

Mr Tripp Smells a Rat
Author: Sandy McKay
Illustrator: Ruth Paul
9781921529061
AU$11.95/NZ$13.99
Classroom ideas available

The Lost Treasure
Author: Jan Stradling
Illustrator: Cassandra Allen
9781921529085
AU$11.95/NZ$13.99
Classroom ideas available

Lollylegs
Author: Pamela Freeman
Illustrator: Rhian Nest James
9781921529078
AU$11.95/NZ$13.99
Classroom ideas available

Other great books in the Walker Stories series

Our Gags
Author: Catriona Hoy
Illustrator: Annabelle Josse
9781921529092
AU$11.95/NZ$13.99
Classroom ideas available

Losing Turtle
Author: Adrienne Frater
Illustrator: Cat Chapman
9781921529108
AU$11.95/NZ$13.99
Classroom ideas available
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Annie’s Snails
Activity Sheet

name: _________________________

name: _________________________

name: _________________________

name: _________________________

name: _________________________

name: _________________________


