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What is your new book about? 
The Sunburnt Country is about the effect of a drought on a small 
rural community, not just the farmer but the township. It touches 
on issues of depression and suicide but also has a love story at its 
heart. The small community is full of lively characters and the 
landscapes are drought stricken, but still beautiful in their own 
way. 

What or who inspired it? 
Our district, where I live, went through a bad drought a few years 
back and living through that, seeing how it affected my friends and 
family really spurred on this story.  

What was the biggest challenge, writing it? 
For me it was wanting the depression storyline right. It is a huge issue in rural Australia, as help is 
very hard to find when you spend a lot of your time alone on a farm – especially when most are 
tough men who don’t talk about their feelings. I hope it will also help some people seek help.  

What do you hope for your book? 
I hope that it will help people who are suffering depression to understand that they are not alone 
and seeking help is not a weakness; and for others to have a better understanding of our rural way 
of life. 

Are there any parts of it that have special personal significance to you? 
Yes, my leading lady Jonelle is a lot like me. In the book she races Speedway and I have included 
my old racing club and a few of the men I raced with in the scenes. It is close to my heart with a bit 
of my history between the pages. 

Do you have a favourite character or one you really enjoyed writing? 
Jonelle Baxter is my favourite character so far, especially because she is a mechanic and that is 
something I would have loved to have been. She is passionate about her country town and cares 
for the people within it, to the point where she doesn’t want it to ever change. 

Do you have a special ‘spot’ for writing at home? (If so, describe it) 
I do all my writing on my laptop in our computer room. It is off from the kids’ playroom so 
sometimes it’s not the best place to write when they are home. My desk is quite small and covered 
with lots of paper with bits of writing on them from character descriptions, research and calendar 
details. I need more room - which I’m sure I would fill up quickly also! 
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