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What is your new book about? 

Heartland is the story of Callie Reynolds, a young woman who, 
since the death of her sister, has spent her life running from those 
who care for her. When her grandmother dies and leaves her 
Glenmore, a property Callie has always loved, she’s torn between 
what her heart aches for and the powerful need to honour her sister’s 
memory. All she wants is to sell up and move on, but the world keeps conspiring against her. The 
farm is full of memories and longing. Then there are the animals she’s been saddled with and an 
injured neighbour she feels responsible for – all surmountable problems. Until a very sexy and 
determined ex-soldier comes along and complicates matters... 

What or who inspired it? 

In my younger days I used to belong to the Nelson Trail Horse Riders’ Club. We’d spend a day, 
sometimes a weekend, riding trails and forest tracks around the South Australian–Victorian 
border, not far from the Glenelg River. It’s the memory of those trail rides that led to the 
development of Heartland’s setting. I then took those memories and places, and mashed them up 
to create new locations, which are fictional but remain as vivid in my mind as the ones they’re 
based on. 

The characters, though, are all products of my imagination. I wanted a modern heroine, someone 
damaged but still strong. A girl who copes with her past by never settling, who keeps people at 
arms’ length. To match her, I needed an equally strong hero, someone who knows what he wants 
and goes for it. A man whose dream is to settle down with a woman he loves and grow a family 
he can protect. Then I pondered what could bring these two together as well as force them apart, 
and so Heartland’s plot developed from there. 

What was the biggest challenge, writing it? 

Stopping the hero and heroine from having sex all the time!  

Getting the relationship between Callie and her parents right took a lot of care and rewriting too.  

Are there any parts of it that have special personal significance to you? 

Yes, mainly the backstory of Lyndall Soriano, the young girl Callie tries to help in Heartland. Her 
story is based on a personal incident. 

When I first started to ride, Dad would first ride Mysty to tire her out a bit and I’d follow along 
the road on my pushbike. One day, we decided I’d go first. All went fine until a loose German 
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Shepherd exploded out of a driveway, barking loudly. Terrified, Mysty skittered onto the road, 
only to slip and come down heavily on top of me. Bar some impressive bruises I was okay, but the 
fall left me terrified of my darling horse. So much so I couldn’t touch her, or any other horse. It 
was that bad and went on for so long that Mum and Dad were going to sell Mysty, the very 
thought of which left 11-year-old me completely distraught. Fortunately a friend came to the 
rescue or, rather, her tiny Shetland pony did, and after a series of rehabilitation sessions I regained 
my confidence. 

Do you have a favourite character or one you really enjoyed writing? 

Without a doubt I had a ball writing Wal Graney’s character. Such a grumpy but kind-hearted 
man, and with a precious secret of his own. I still love the image of him pacing the pub carpark 
like a demented gnome. 

What made you set it at Glenmore, a property on Victoria’s far Western Coast’? 

When I was home visiting family one time, I took Jim for a drive through the forests south of 
Mount Gambier looking for a spooky sinkhole aptly named Hell’s Hole. The drive took us to all 
these places I used to ride through and, although changed, the landscape triggered a lot of 
memories. Realising what a great location this would make for a story, I took a stack of photos – of 
the farms, forests and nearby Glenelg River. Then I recalled how one particular day we rode all 
the way to Browns Bay and how fantastic that was (except for the bit where the horse I’d 
borrowed dumped me onto wet sand and I thought I’d broken my nose again), and decided to 
throw a beach into the mix too. 
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