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Reading Notes 

Do you understand Eden's reasons for helping Jones escape from 

the hospital? Do you think she did the right thing? 

Is Eden Valentine the only female character in the novel to show an 

incredibly strong will? 

Discuss the emancipation of women during this period. 

In what ways did family duty play a part in the lives of these characters? 

Which hero did you prefer – Jones or Alex Wynter? 

Whose world do you think would offer Eden Valentine greater happiness? 

Discuss Benjamin and his role of the bad guy in this novel. Do you think he was harshly done by? 

Did you come to hate Penelope Aubrey-Finch, or love her? 

In a previous draft of this novel, the author killed off young Tommy in childbirth. Do you think it would 

have made for a stronger or weaker story without him? 

How important to your reading enjoyment was the time period for the setting of this novel? 

cor as the Edwardian era 

gave way to the interwar period and the roaring twenties. 

Consider what life might have been like for soldiers returning from the Front, having lost relatives, mates, 

limbs, perhaps even their minds like our lead character...only to encounter Spanish flu, women who refused 

to go return to being seen but not heard and the Depression. 

Do you like happy endings or can you stomach a bittersweet con- clusion? Fiona writes to no structured 

plan and as she approached the end of the novel she realised that it was highly likely that Eden Valentine 

would never meet Alex Wynter. She thought that they would miss seeing each other by a heartbeat and go 

their separate ways, never knowing how close they had come to being reunited. How would this ending 

have affected your reading experience? 

Do think this story would make a good movie and if so, who should play Eden, Alex, Madeleine, Benjamin 

and Penelope?  
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