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Dear Reader (I feel like Jane Austen)

Thank you for taking the time to read The Brisbane Line. I hope you enjoy reading it as much as I
enjoyed writing it.

I have been drawn to this period for some time. My aunt, a painter, told stories told about working
for naval signals and of painter friends who joined the Camouflage Corps. My mother described
stopping for coffee on her way to the university and of an American soldier ‘making a line’. And we all
knew the expression that the Americans were ‘overpaid, oversexed and over here’.

Then came the chance discovery of a series of crime files kept by an American Military Policeman
based in Brisbane. One of the murders featured in these files was investigated by the corrupt Qld police
detective, Frank Bischof. I was immediately hooked on the idea of writing a series of crime novels set
in wartime Brisbane. And who better to navigate this world than an American, an outsider coming to
grips with life in Brisbane, a place MacArthur is said to have called ‘the most corrupt place in the South
Pacific’.

I hope you enjoy walking through the streets of a Brisbane that has long disappeared - although

remnants remain.

As do the stories told of that time.

JP Powell
jppowellauthor.wixsite.com/website

PRI | Mar Ked.
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The novel o U8 drey Megressntasivs

g @ B warters Pase Section |”
nrugtq#

What does the title refer to? . % Hesdquarters UBLS0S

¥== — Bar® Secticn Boundariss

How many ‘lines’ can you find in the novel? Are they
personal, geographic, moral? Any others?

. o
Does the book accurately recreate the ‘feel” of Brisbane? A8
Give some examples. a

Do you think a crime novel is a good way to investigate

a place or time? What other crime novels have you o AUSTRGALTIA

read that do this well?

Which are you favourite and least favourite characters
and why?

Do the characters behave in ways you find believable?
What are the constraints on them and on their actions?

What has Joe lost to the war and what has he gained?
(You could ask this of each of the characters.)

What lies at the heart of the conflict between the
American military authorities and the Queensland Police?

The historical background - characters and
events

How did the country and Brisbane change with the war? The coming of the
Americans etc

What do you know about the so-called Battle of Brisbane that broke out on
Thanksgiving night in 19422

Have you ever used the National Library’s Trove? Look up newspapers for the
dates in the book and see what was happening. What were locals talking about?
buying? doing?

What happened to Frank Bischof?

Further reading

Judith Wright’s first book of poetry, “The Moving Image’, was published in
1946. You will find some references to these poems in the novel.

Matt Condon’s 7hree Crooked Kings trilogy is a true crime series outlining police
corruption in Queensland. The Brisbane Line can be read as a fictional prequel
to this series.

There are an enormous number of books written about World War Two and
Australia’s role in the war. But if you want to check out some specific details,
I can thoroughly recommend Peter Dunn’s website ozatwar.com.au
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Brisbane

Published by Brio Books
Paperback 304pp

ISBN: 9781922267092

RRP: AUDS29.99, NZD$32.99
Also available as an ebook
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