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Dear Reader (I feel like Jane Austen)

Thank you for taking the time to read The Brisbane Line. I hope you enjoy reading it as much as I 
enjoyed writing it.

I have been drawn to this period for some time. My aunt, a painter, told stories told about working 
for naval signals and of painter friends who joined the Camouflage Corps. My mother described 
stopping for coffee on her way to the university and of an American soldier ‘making a line’. And we all 
knew the expression that the Americans were ‘overpaid, oversexed and over here’. 

Then came the chance discovery of a series of crime files kept by an American Military Policeman 
based in Brisbane. One of the murders featured in these files was investigated by the corrupt Qld police 
detective, Frank Bischof. I was immediately hooked on the idea of writing a series of crime novels set 
in wartime Brisbane. And who better to navigate this world than an American, an outsider coming to 
grips with life in Brisbane, a place MacArthur is said to have called ’the most corrupt place in the South 
Pacific’.

I hope you enjoy walking through the streets of a Brisbane that has long disappeared - although 
remnants remain. 

As do the stories told of that time.

JP Powell
jppowellauthor.wixsite.com/website



Discussion Questions
The novel

What does the title refer to?What does the title refer to?

How many ‘lines’ can you find in the novel? Are they How many ‘lines’ can you find in the novel? Are they 
personal, geographic, moral? Any others?personal, geographic, moral? Any others?

Does the book accurately recreate the ‘feel’ of Brisbane? Does the book accurately recreate the ‘feel’ of Brisbane? 
Give some examples.Give some examples.

Do you think a crime novel is a good way to investigate Do you think a crime novel is a good way to investigate 
a place or time? What other crime novels have you a place or time? What other crime novels have you 
read that do this well?read that do this well?

Which are you favourite and least favourite characters Which are you favourite and least favourite characters 
and why?and why?

Do the characters behave in ways you find believable? Do the characters behave in ways you find believable? 
What are the constraints on them and on their actions?What are the constraints on them and on their actions?

What has Joe lost to the war and what has he gained? What has Joe lost to the war and what has he gained? 
(You could ask this of each of the characters.)(You could ask this of each of the characters.)

What lies at the heart of the conflict between the What lies at the heart of the conflict between the 
American military authorities and the Queensland Police? American military authorities and the Queensland Police? 

The historical background - characters and 
events

How did the country and Brisbane change with the war? The coming of the How did the country and Brisbane change with the war? The coming of the 
Americans etcAmericans etc

What do you know about the so-called Battle of Brisbane that broke out on What do you know about the so-called Battle of Brisbane that broke out on 
Thanksgiving night in 1942?Thanksgiving night in 1942?

Have you ever used the National Library’s Trove? Look up newspapers for the Have you ever used the National Library’s Trove? Look up newspapers for the 
dates in the book and see what was happening. What were locals talking about? dates in the book and see what was happening. What were locals talking about? 
buying? doing?buying? doing?

What happened to Frank Bischof?What happened to Frank Bischof?

Further reading

Judith Wright’s first book of poetry, ‘The Moving Image’, was published in Judith Wright’s first book of poetry, ‘The Moving Image’, was published in 
1946. You will find some references to these poems in the novel. 1946. You will find some references to these poems in the novel. 

Matt Condon’s Matt Condon’s Three Crooked KingsThree Crooked Kings trilogy is a true crime series outlining police  trilogy is a true crime series outlining police 
corruption in Queensland. The Brisbane Line can be read as a fictional prequel corruption in Queensland. The Brisbane Line can be read as a fictional prequel 
to this series.to this series.

There are an enormous number of books written about World War Two and There are an enormous number of books written about World War Two and 
Australia’s role in the war. But if you want to check out some specific details,  Australia’s role in the war. But if you want to check out some specific details,  
I can thoroughly recommend Peter Dunn’s website ozatwar.com.auI can thoroughly recommend Peter Dunn’s website ozatwar.com.au

Published by Brio Books
Paperback 304pp
ISBN: 9781922267092
RRP: AUD$29.99, NZD$32.99
Also available as an ebook



Example of newspaper from the period. Available from trove.nla.gov.au



National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page2006023
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YOUR LAST CHANCE
This is your chance to do your bit by investing
in the Liberty Loan! And the chances of your
clothes lasting; longer are increased when Dyed

or Dry-cleaned by

FULLARS
THE BETTER DRYCLEANERS

AND MEN'S LAUNDERERS,
ANN AND DUNCAN STREETS. VAI.LET.

City Dcnot: ASCOT CHAMBERS.
'Phones: B821I. B88M.

BIG AIR VICTORY OFF TUNISIA COAST
Fighters Swoop On
Axis Air Convoy;
Destroy 74 Planes
4 LLIED fighters have shot down 74 Axis planes^ out of an air convoy of 100 planes off Tunisia.

The action is regarded as one of the biggest air victories of
the war.

Allied Headquarters in North Africa announce enemy losses
at 58 transport planes and 16 fighters. Only nine of the Allied
attackers were lost. ?

Allied Air Forces have struck other sharp blows in the Mediterranean
war theatre. On Sunday night R.A.F. bombers from Britain heavily at
tacked Spezia in North Italy, Mussolini's biggest naval base.

Heavy bombers based on North Africa and Malta have raided Axis
airfields and bases in Southern Italy. Sardinia, and Sicilv.

?

Spitfires and Warhawks (the
latest version of the Kitty
hawk) were on patrol when
they caught the Axis air con

voy leaving the Tunisia coast
for the run to Sicily.

Spitfires went for the escorting
enemy fighters, while the War
hawks sailed into the bombers.

In a few minutes, according' to
a fighter pilot, 'fat Junkers trans
ports were falling: down like lazy
ducks.'

B.B.C. correspondent reports
that many of the Axis transports
exploded and burst into flames.
Scurrying for safety from the
Allied fighters, others crashed on
the Tunisian beaches.

The correspondent says that the
fighters continued the chase until
their petrol was giving out. Some
landed' with only a few minutes'
supply left.

It is believed the enemy loss Is
the greatest of any single air en

gagement in the war, the corre

spondent says. The victory was
one of the greatest gained by the
Desert Air Force.

Reuter's Cairo correspondent
says that American fighters de
stroyed most of the Axis planes,
while Allied fighters finished off
others which landed on the beaches
in order to avoid being shot down.

U.S. Air Force communique states
that 30 enemy planes were dam

aged in addition to the 74 shot
down.

National Broadcasting corre
spondent says the Axis loss is
bound to affect German ability to
move forces into or out of Africa.

(Record air loss inflicted on the
enemy in one day was 185 planes
shot down on September 15 dur
ing the Battle for Britain )

The British Air Ministry re

ports that a heavy and concen
trated attack was made on Spezia.
One bomber is missing..

A strong force of Australian Air
Force Lancasters took part in the
raid.

This is the second Spezia raid
in a week. It is possible the
R.A.F. may be trying to make the
base untenable for Italy big ships,
smoking them out of North Italy.

Raiding Spezia from England in
volves a flight of 1300 miles and

a double crossing of the AIps.
While the heavy bombers were

making for Italy aircraft of
Fighter Command on 'intruder
patrol' attacked German destroy
ers at Lorient.

It is reported that hits were

scored on two destroyers.
The Air Ministry reports also

that torpedo-carrying Beaufight
ers, escorted by Spitfires, also
Army Co-operation Mustangs, in
the afternoon attacked a convoy
of 15 ships off the Dutch Coast.

They twice torpedoed a medium
sized merchantman, which was left
on fire and listing, also hit other
ships.

Growing Air Power
Switch in the air offensive from Germany to

Italy, back to Germany, and then Italy again, sug
gests to commentators a growing power of organ
isation and weiqht of attack in the Allied air
forces.

Reports indicate the destruc
tion caused by the big bombers
in their recent raids.

Photographs taken during the
Plying Fortress raid on the
Bremen Focke-Wulf factory on

Saturday show more than half the
buildings destroyed or heavily
damaged.

Two of the largest assembly
shops were severely damaged, one

having a gaping hole in the roof.
A large hangar on the firing

range was wrecked, and' the com

ponent erecting shop hit by a

concentration of bombs.

Moonlight Trip
BroaacasUng a description of

the Skoda raid on Friday night,
i flying-officer said: 'One of the
first things that happened to us
was when we flew across a night
fighter aerodrome in France and
the Germans 'gave us permission
to land.'

'The flare path was already
switched on, and they flashed a

jreen light at us.
'The moon was so strong we

could see aircraft dispersed on
aerodromes.

'The moonlight was a feature
Df the whole trip. We could see
ather bombers close to us most
3f the way, and when we came
down low we could even see
weather vanes on church steeples
luite clearly.

'We crossed close to the tops
3f hills into Czechoslovakia, and
then climbed to bomb.

'It was getting a bit hazy now.
but as we approached we could
see flak ahead- of us coming from
the town and works.

'We stood off for a bit till the
bomb-aimer gave us a good run in.
It was impossible to tell which
were our bomb bursts amongst all
Lhc others going off.

'On the way home we s'hot up a

goods train, saw huge fires at
Mannheim (started by another
force of bombers), and were missed
twice by flak from gunposts, which
our gunner silenced.

'It was daylight when we took
off. On the ground people had
had their supper and gone to bed.

'They awakened to another day's
work as we landed in daylight '

Map shows how the Allied air

jaws arc closing on Italy. Bomb
ing targets for the R.A.F. from
Britain are in the upper curve.
Africa bombers raid within the
lower curve. Main' targets are

underlined.

Map shows how the Allied air
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RESCUE IN SIGHT: i-K^^-A-Si
survivors of the crew of a ship torpedoed by a German submorine
feebly hail a U.S. patrol boat off the Brazilian coast, (See pic
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I ONDON, April 19 (A.A.P.). -Further progress has been made
*-* by the British First Army north-east of Medjez el Bab
(Northern Tunisia), bringing nearer the final battle.

Although it is reported that Axis resistance
is weakening in this area, the enemy is strenuously
consolidating defence lines in the hilly terrain
further back.

Intensive patrol activity la

reported along the whole front
as the Allies probe for weak

spots in the Axis defences.
According to Algiers radio, Vor

Arnim is still receiving strong rein
forcements, while Paris radic
claims that the Axis forces have
heavily blocked the road from
Pont Du Fah to Tunis.

They have built machine-gun
nests along the road, and bat
teries and tanks are in position
ready to hinder the Allied ad
vance, adds Paris radio;

The Axis is reported to be. using
bif convoys of transport aircraft
(o bring supplies and reinforce
ments across the Sicilian narrows

The last battle will be fought
by the toughest Axis troops, but
our men are reported to be
'itching for the final show.'

They continue to make local
nclvances, and to-day's Algiers
communique reports that the
French operating south of the
First Army took prisoners in an
attack on Saturday night.

.The Eighth Army is speeding
up its preparations for a new
drive. Massing artillery is al
ready beginning to pound Axte
positions. Artillery duels are also
reported from other fronts.

Chief interest at present?1 focuses
on the battle of supply lines, in
which Allied surface craft, sub
marines.' and aircraft are keeping
up attacks day and night.

They have sunk at least 45 Axis
ships in the Mediterranean since
March 15. The North-west Af
rican Air Force in that period
destroyed 18 Axis ships, British
submarines sank 21, the Greek
and Dutch navies sank four, and
light coastal forces sank four.

A large number of Axis ships
were damaged. The foregoing
figures do not Include many small
craft sunk.

The North African Air Force in
the same period shot down 510
Axis aircraft and destroyed or

damaged nearly 1000 on the
ground for the loss of 175 Allied
aircraft, 10 of which were de
stroyed on the ground.

UNENDING STRUGGLE
A brief outline of a fypical 24 hours of this unending

itruggle was given in a Malta communique yesterday,
which reported an attack on an Axis convoy.

British motor torpedo boats
sighted the convoy, burst through
the destroyer screen, and tor
pedoed a merchantman. Flares
and explosives lit up the Gulf of
Tunis and attracted the Fleet Air
Arm, which, launched a dive
bombing, torpedo, and bombing
attack on the convoy.

A pilot, who torpedoed a tanker,
had to swerve violently to avoid a
collision. He passed so close to
the stern that the tankers' gun
crews were unable to bring their
eims to bear.

Wellingtons and Bisleys, working
as a team with French airmen,
:i?ain hammered two important
airfields, while Lightnings, Kitty
liawks, and Spitfires shot down 18
Axis aircraft over the Gulf of
Tunis and the Sicilian Channel.

The Allies in the Mediterranean
have shot down 43 Axis planes for
the loss of 18 during the 48 hours
ended at dusk on Saturday.

The Royal Navy is also taking
an increasing toll of enemy sup

plies. In the last month, sub
marines alone have sunk 21 Axis
ships in the Mediterranean.

Of these five were large, supply
vessels and three were' tankers.
They also damaged eight other
supply ships and, three tankers. At
least four of these vessels are
believed to have sunk later.

Other exploits by submarines
included the bombardment of oil

storage tanks and a resin 'factory
and the blowing- up of a supply
ship while it was being: unloaded.

Submarines of the Dutch and
Greek Navies have cost the Axis
four more supply ships and an

auxiliary supply vessel.

French Not Bitter
The Daily Mail's correspondent

at Sousse says that French workers
in Sousse's bomb-battered rail
yard, with the blackened wreckage
of many locomotives and waggons
all around, told him that they
bore no hard ?

feelings about the
devastating Allied bombing.

They realised that the Germans
had to be blasted from such a

strategically important point. They
told the correspondent that they
were forced to work at pistol point.

'Several of our friends have
been taken away because of their
sabotage efforts,' they said. 'We
dug trenches beside the railway
for shelters, but the Germans in
sisted that we work through the
raids, and machine-gunned us

when we tried to take cover.'
P. 2: Nazi 'New Order' In Tunisia

Tokio Raided
From Carrier

LONDON, April 19 (A.A.P.). —

The American bombers led by
Major-Generol James Doolifrle
which bombed Tokio a vear oqo
took off from aircraft-carriers.

This has been revealed by the
?,

British United Press correspondent
with the North African Air Force,

) to which General Doolittle is now
s attached.

i
This is the first announcement

' of the base from which the bomb
;

pis operated. Questioned at the
time of the raid. President Roose

?. vclt replied 'from Shangri-la.'
The Japanese previously specu

lated that the bombers came from
carriers about 1200 miles north

?) east of Yokohama.
?i Eleven pilots who took part in
. the raid are in North Africa, and

with General Doolittle they cele
orated the first anniversary of the

mid.
j General Doolittle still believes
!that brin/rinff the war home to the
?Japanese by raids will mean her
ultimate defeat, says the corre

spondent.

I Japs Were Upset
j Raymon Lavaile, a former Ar

gentine consular attache in Tokio,
:

in a broadcast, said that the com

[

mander of the Japanese air force
(committed suicide and his entire

staff were removed from their
Posts after the raid.

! Lavaile, who resigned from his
[ post as a protest against Argentine
I neutrality, stated that Argentine
I had been the eyes and ears of the
I Japanese Government in the
I, western Hemisphere.
a The Japanese Embassy in Ar
gentina supplies the home govern
1 nient with full reports of happen
I lings in the United States, includ
l.'ng 60 cables daily concerning
I! American war production, he said.
h V 2: ToUio Raids Not Easy.

Italian Worm
Furns On Nazis

LONDON, April 19 (Special).—
Direct impeachment of German
strategy in North Africa is con
tained in an Italian official report
Df the fighting issued recently
under Mussolini's orders, says the

Daily Mail's Madrid correspondent.
General Messe, who commanded

the First Italian Army, which in
cluded troops who got away from
Alamein', declares that the British
carried out exactly the same out
flanking movement at the Mareth
Line as at el A'gheila, and that
such a move should have been ex

pected and countered.
Messe wrote: 'I was in the best

of positions at the Mareth Line,
and I had pushed back Mont
gomery's frontal, attacks.

'I was in a' position to fight
a battle to great advantage. I

told Rommel of this, but I was
ordered to fall1 back on the Akaril

'I protested, but couldn't' change
the resolution of the General
Staff, and had to fall back.

'There was insufficient transport
for this, and -that is why some of
our rearguard forces were cap
tured.'

The Daily Mail's correspondent
says the report has caused a 'sensa
tion in Rome, and some action
by the German General Staff is

awaited.
*

Wins He*
fof Fortress
T ONDON, April 19 (A.A.P.).
*-J — Three months ago, just
after he had captured Tripoli,
General Montgomery made a bet
that his victorious Eighth Army
would be in Sfax (Tunisia) by
the middle of April.

He was dining with a group
of American Generals. Ameri
can forces at that time were

driving across central Tunisia
and were reported 30 miles from
Sfax.

Montgomery was still 300 miles
from Sfax with the Mareth line
between.

The Americans said they
would bet anything against
Montgomery, so the little British
General suggested a Flying
Fortress as the stake.

Montgomery marched into
Sfax with five days to spare.
The Fortress reached his Head
quarters last week. It will be
his. personal plane until the end
of the war.

NAZI LOSS
IN KUBAN
LONDON, April 19. — More Ger

nan counter-attacks to widen their
jridgehead in the north-west Cau
:asus have been unsuccessful.

Keiuers Moscow correspondent
says the Germans now have lost
nearly 6000 men in their series of
counter-attacks in the Kuban
pocket.

Great hopes held by the Ger
man Command have been dashed
despite reinforcements brought up
from the Crimea.

The Germans gained no ground
and the Red Army is still pressing
them hard.

Latest front-line dispatches re

port fierce clashes with the Ger
mans and Rumanians.

The Luftwaffe is most active,
attacking Russian front-line divi
sions all day at heavy cost.

According to incomplete figures
26 German planes were shot down
and eight damaged on Sunday.

Air activity also has been In
tensified at the other end of the
Russian front.

VALUABLE FOOTHOLD
The London Times says that the

Germans regard their foothold in
the Caucasus' as Important, be
cause it extends the Crimean posi
tions.

They regard the Crimea as an
'unsinkable aircraft carrier of the
Black Sea,' also the key to the
Balkans.

The Russians undoubtedly will
throw the Germans from the
bridgehead, although there still is
fierefl fiplit.lntr nhend

FLIER PARACHUTES WITH
COMRADE ON HIS RACK

[
ONDON, April 19 (Special). — In a million-to-one gamble

to save a comrade's life, a R.A.F. sergeant parachuted
From a stricken bomber with another member of the crew
sn his back.

The desperate throw might have
come off but the injured man

slipped from the sergeant's back
in mid-air.

The sergeant was severely In
jured when he hit the ground in
German-occupied territory. He was

taken prisoner.
Last night, in one of the longest

lists of R.A.F. awards for the war,
he received the '-. '.M. 'for courage
in keeping with the highest tradi
tions of the R.A.F.'

Hero of the exploit is Sergeant
Dennis Selwyn Smith, 23, one-time
bus station clerk of Harrogate,
Yorkshire.

The man he tried to rescue was

a flight-sergeant, who was injured
and whose parachute had burned.

Smith hoisted his injured com
rade on his back and jumped.

As they hurled down locked to
gether in' their tearing fall wait
ing for the parachute to open,
Smith knew very well that a
double jump never before had
been attempted; that the speed of
their fall probably would give him
a 'blackout' and he would be un

able to control 'landing,' that

they would fall so fast when the
parachute opened both might be
killed, although the flight-sergeant
on top would have a better
chance of survival; and that the
parachute was designed to carry
18 stone, while the combined
weight of the two men and their
equipment was 30 stone.

Smith's gamble failed. The
pafachute opened safely, but the
flight-sergeant fell from his back
and was killed.

Smith struck the ground with
such force that he' was badly in
Hired.

As a prisoner, Smith sent several
letters to friends in Britain, but
never mentioned his gamble with
death.

The story eventually came

through the International Red
Dross.

His commanding officer said
to-night: 'We a' are proud he
once served in our ranks.'

The R.A.F. parachute expert
said: 'Our records show no previ
ous double parachute jump. The
chances were a million to one

they would both be killed if they
landed together.'

/-

ALLIED PLANES
BUSY IN BURMA

NEW DELHI, April. X9 (A.A.P.).
—A joint communique announces
that Allied troops in Arakan. are

maintaining a vigorous patrol ac
tivity in the upper Makeu Penin
sula.

R.A.F. Blenheims on Sunday
bombed Pyabon and started
numerous fires. They also at
tacked enemy positions near
Thayetkon.

Blenheims from Arakan twice
attacked enemy positions near

Myinhult, while fighter patrols
all day ranged over the battle
area and fhachinegunned Japan
ese troops, buildings, vehicles, and
river transport.

Other planes bombed and
machinegunned targets on the
Kaladan River, also between My
chaung and Taungup.

KISKA GETS 33
RAIDS IN 3 DAYS

WASHINGTON, April 19 (A.A.P.).
With 10 raids made by Liberator

and Mitchell bombers, escorted by
Lightning and Warhavvk fighters
on Friday. Kiska. in the Aleutian
Islands, has now had 33 raids in
three days.

It was raided 10 times on Wed
nesday and 13 times on Thursday.

A Navy communique says that
Friday's raids scored hits on the
main camp area and in the vicin
ity of the runway. All of our
planes returned safely.

83 DAYS ADRIFT: A.fter
83 days odrif.t

on their tiny raft/ in which thev c°vered °

distance of 1800 miles of barren ocean, the three emaciated sur

vivors are rescued. Two of their comrades died at sea. The three survivors existed on raw fish
and rain water. One man, who weighed 1451b. when the ship was torpedoed, weighed 801b. when

picked up.
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THRILLING
TRIP FOR
LIBERATOR
By ALLAN JONES, Courier-Mail

War Correspondent.
jnjuw uuiinjwa, Monday. —

Bombed a 10,000-ton Japanese
cargo ship, shot down a two

engined Japanese fighter, and

damaged two Zeros.

That was the record of aLibera
tor during an eventful flight of
about 1500 miles over the Bismarck
Sea, on Sunday.

Piloted by Capt. Charles P.
Whitlock, of New Brunswick, New
Jersey, the Liberator returned to
its base with only a few gallons
of petrol left in one of its tanks.

Captain Whitlock got his first
sight of the enemy at TJbili, where
he encountered a Zero. The Jap
anese was being used as a decoy
by three other Zeros, which were

lurking behind heavy rain clouds.

Capt. Whillock outsmarted the
Japanese and left them behind in
a rain storm.

On his way to Kavleng, New
Ireland, he spotted a 10,000-ton
cargo vessel. He dropped seve
ral bombs on the ship, but was

unable to observe results.
Later he was attacked by two

more Zeros, one of which was

damaged by the waist gunner.
Over Ysabel Channel another

Zero was sighted, but it made no

attempt at interception.

Ending a Pest
'Our most exciting experience

occurred as we were flying over
Rooke Island, north of Vitias
Strait, when a plane dived from
behind a cloud and flew over us,'
said Capt. Whitlock.

'It was a Japanese two-engine
fighter.

'By this time we were fed up
at being annoyed so much by
enemy nlanes, and resolved to get
this fellow. I peeled off and set
after him.

'He must have got mad when
we opened fire on him, as he
turned back and gave us a burst,
his cannon shells hitting the tail
of the bomber, but not doing
much damage.

'We gave him another burst,
and I think he was dead when
his silver

plane, with red and
orange stripes, came within 20
feet of us.

'My top turret gunner, Tech
nical Sgt. Prank Matthews, of New
York, and the nose gunner, Staff
Sgt. Walter Doiron, of Texas, fin
ished him off. The fighter burst
into flames and crashed.'

Six days ago Capt. Whitlock
bombed and destroyed a large
Japanese transport in Hansa Bay.

S.-W. PACIFIC

COMMUNIQUE
The communique issued from

General MacArthur's headquar
ters yesterday read:—

NORTH-WESTERN SECTOR
AROE ISLANDS

Maikoor: One of our medium
units bombed the town.

TIMOR

Koepang: Striking shortly after
aark our medium units bombed
Penfoei aerodrome starting fires.

NORTH-EASTERN SECTOR
NEW IRELAND

Kavieng: One of our heavy re
connaissance units bombed a
10,000-ton merchant vessel in the
harbour with unobserved results,
driving off two enemy fighters at
tempting interception.

NEW BRITAIN

Cape Gloucester: One of our
medium units bombed the aero
drome at night.

Vitiaz Strait: One of our heavy
bombers encountered and shot
down a twin-engined enemy
fighter in the vicinity of Rooke
Island.

NEW GUINEA
Saidor: Our heavy units bombed

and strafed the villages of Gumbi.
Singor, and Biliau.

Finschhafen: Our heavy and
medium units bombed the town
and aerodrome.

4s$ IsalKGIV ^saClrCIS

In Jaosr Hands
[X7ASHINGTON, April 19 (A.A.P.) .—Specula^ ™

tion on Hie nex^ Japanese move in the Pacific
takes in three possibilities, reports the New York
rimes' Pearl Harbour corresnonHenr (Roheri

Trumbull) .

Trumbull says that the Japs
may attempt to create a real
salient in the Aleutians ; may
move to cut the Allies' supply
lines from Hawaii to Australia; or

may take action further south, as
feared in Australia.

However, the latter alternative
Is believed the most dangerous for
the Japanese.

It is pointed out that a serious
thrust against Australia would
mean the concentration of Jap
anese combat vessels in the 'No
man's sea' between the Solomons
md north-east Australia, within
range of General MacArthur's
land-based bombers.

At the same time an Allied at
tack in the area is unlikely at
present because the Japanese
:ould quickly gather defensive air
ind surface strength.

Trumbull said that, as to Jap
anese land forces in the islands
north of Australia, to which Gene
ral Blarney drew attention, they
probably have been there for some
lime.

Strategic Defence
It is believed here that Jap

inese in the South and South
west Pacific are on the strategic
iefensive.

Japanese raids on Guadalcanal
ind Port Moresby can be expected,
since this is one way by which
the Japanese hope to dampen
Allied aspirations northward.

'Trumbull says the Japanese
jave less perilous alternatives
sor attack both in the Aleutians
uid Marshall Islands.

If the Allies do not move first
t is most unlikely that the Jap

anese will be idle long, as some
sort of offensive would seem their
best defence.

,

'?|
General MacArthur is putting

everything he can get into the 'air,

cpnsequently future news from the
South-west Pacific will be news of
air battles, says the columnist
Drew Pearson.

Pearson rcveaTs that Lieutcnant
General Kenncy.. General .Mn»
Arthur's air chief, 'apparently
bursting with a desire to take the
offensive,' requested bombers as
well as fighters from America.

The columnist says the reason
for General MacArthur's recent
warning is a concentration of Jap

anese aircraft in tremendous num.
ber on new aerodromes north of
Australia, with which they hope to
wrest air control from the Allies

The Japs also fear the Allies are
planning a blow further north
against Timor and Borneo, instead
of an island to island campaign

Pearson points out incidentally
that all U.S. bombers sent do not
reach Australia, because Admiral
Halsey, in the Solomons Com
mand, takes his cut first.

1/ Rise Here In
Fed. Base Woae

MELBOURNE, Monday. — A rise
of 1 / a week in the basic wage
For Brisbane, in cases where Fed
eral Arbitration Court nwnrJc »»

aajusred quarterly, will operate from
the beginning of the first pay period
in May.

Rates for other capital cities will
oe the same as for the current
quarter. The lift in Brisbane will
be from £4/11/ to £4/12/ a week.

Rates are: Sydney and Mel
bourne £4/18/, Adelaide £4/13/,
Perth £4/12/, Hobart £4/14/.
tA,}lerQ ,wiI1

be no change in the
£4/16/ where awards are based on
the weighted average cost of liv
ing index figures for the six
capital cities. Most awards are
on that basis.

Figures on the five-town basis
show a decrease of 1/ in South
Australia and Tasmania but no
change in the other States.

Where awards are based on the
weighted average figures for 30
towns, spread over Australia, in
cluding Tasmania, the new basic
wage will be £4/10/, a rise of 1/.
,

Because their awards are ad
?'wu?' half-yearly, employees in
clothing trades must be paid 1/ a
week more next month (£4/16/ a
week).

,
For some time the State Indus

trial Court has followed quarterly
adjustment in basic wage made
by the Federal Arbitration Court.

NAVAL UNITS SINK
AXIS TRAWLER

LONDON April 19.— Successful
action by light coastal forces off
the coast of Holland is reported
in an Admirnltv nnmmiminno

The forces intercepted and en
gaged three enemy armed trawlers
and pressed home their attack in
the face of considerable gunfire,

it says. They torpedoed and sank
the trawler.

All our forces returned safely.
The leader of the British forces

was Lieut. Peter Dickens, DS.C,
great grandson of Charles Dickens
He has already been decorated for
previous exploits with light forces.

- — HELP TO ?

MOTHER'S HOSTEL°&A DAY NURSERY,
t

Send Your Donations to

Mofhercraft Appeal, c/o Courier-Mail,
Brisbane.'

rder NOW from your grocer or smallgoodsman a

'PINEAPPLE' HAM
for the April Holidays,

\JiNfeL ^ when it will be hard

^^ggpP ^feSpr
t0 obtain fresh meat

KE^\r#iiF D0N'T ARGUE!

K^ LE#Jf N0THING T0

M!^ MwS ARGUE AB0UT r
?

^m&M&mmr TW0 BLUE stripes

HUTTON AND FOGGITT JONES
stributors of 'Pineapple' and 'Rex' Hams, Bacon, Smallgoods, Etc.

TO-PAY LAST DAY

4r 1 1 Era* 1 &?

LOAN IS
TO FILL
XMO million is required to-;

day — the last day of the

campaign — to fill the Third

Liberty Loan of £100 million.
At the close of banking busi-

less for the day yesterdays
E90 million was in sight
rom approximately 220,000 sub-
icribers. the Federal Treasurer
:Mr. Chifley) said last night.

Loan applications yesterday and
jn Saturday in all States exceeded
;hose obtained on the correspond-
ng two days of the Austerity Loan
campaign last December.

'The steadily improving response
continues,' said Mr. Chifley. 'I
im pleased to announce that the
mprovement in subscriptions since
;he ? Prime Minister (Mr. Curtin)
nade his appeal in Parliament on

\pril 1 has been very encouraging.
'A gigantic effort from those

who have not yet subscribed, how
ever, will be required if we are

to find the remaining £10 million
l-efore the loan closes to-morrow.

'No loan launched by any Gov
21-nment during this war has
tailed. I make this final appeal
:o the people of Australia to en

sure that the Third Liberty Loan
Uso is a complete success.'

Can Post To-day
The greatest number of loan

ipplications ye.t recorded on one

Jay was 33,000 the day after the
Austerity Loan closed on Decem
ber 15.

This was because mail applica
tions from any part of Australia
ire accepted provided they ? are

josted on the final day of a loan,
ind because the industrial group
applications are usually late in
coming to hand. For these a few
jays' grace is allowed.

Applications for the Third
Liberty Loan posted to-day will be
accepted.

Mr. Curtin subscribed to the loan
in Melbourne at the week-end.
He has subscribed to every loan
raised since the outbreak of war.

Page 3. State Subscribes £800,000.

Russian Girl Ace
Has Six 'Kills'
LUNUUN, April 19 (A.A.P. ). ?

Catherine Oudanova, 25, one of
he first Russian girl air aces, is

spelling in Moscow after some tor
id air fighting along the Don.

Brown-haired, good looking, the
?irl won the Red Banner decora
ton in the Battle for Stalingrad,
iays Reuter's Moscow correspon
ient.

She was one of three airwomen
vho fought in air battles from the
:arly days of August to the sur
render of the German army at
Stalingrad in January.

She shot down three German
jlanes single handed and three
nore in group attack.

Commissioner
To Go To N.Z.
Canberra, Monday.— Appoint-

ment of an Australian High Com
missioner in Wellington (N.Z ) is
expected to be considered bv the
Federal Cabinet at its first meet
ing after Easter.

The secretary of the Australian
External Affairs Department
(Lieut.-Col. w. R. Hodgson) may
eet the post.

Example of newspaper from the period. Available from trove.nla.gov.au


