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CHAPT ER ONE
Leaving home
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Fawad: Jack, I’m equally 
pleased to meet you. Not 
only have I never met anyone 
who plays cricket for Mistake 
Creek before, I’ve never met anyone 
that actually comes from or has been 
to Mistake Creek. Is there really a place 
called Mistake Creek?

Jack:  Of course! Mistake Creek is a 
great place. It’s in outback Queensland. 
Not as many people l ive there as in the 
b ig cities, but it’s stil l awesome.

Fawad: How many people live in 
Mistake Creek?

Jack: Fawad, 
I’ve got to say that 
I’m rea l ly pleased to 
meet you. Not only 
have I never met a 
person who bowls 
leg spin, I’ve never 
met someone from 
Pakistan before.
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Jack:  I th ink there were 140 at last 
count. But there are a lso six dogs and 
12 cats.

Fawad: Sounds like a great place to 
visit. I must put it on my to-do list.

Jack:  I know that you’re a refugee. 
Can you tel l me what a refugee is?

Fawad: A refugee is someone who 
has been forced to leave his or her 
country because of persecution, war, 
violence, religion, nationality, or their 
political opinion.
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Jack:  That sounds terrib le. When did 
you have to leave your home country?

Fawad: I left Pakistan 
in 2010. My family still 
lives there.

Jack:  It must have been hard to leave 
your family behind.

Fawad: It certainly was, especially 
my mother.

Jack:  Yeah, I can imagine. If I had 
to leave Mistake Creek, I’d want to take 
my mum with me because she is such a 
good cook.

Fawad: So is my mother. I miss her 
a lot. 

Jack:  I’m so glad you 
chose to come to Austra l ia 
to l ive. I’m disappointed that 
you chose Melbourne and 
not Mistake Creek to l ive when you 
got here, though.
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Fawad: Jack, if I had known that you 
were living in Mistake Creek, I might 
have moved there.




