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DRAMATIC MOMENTS ON AND OFF THE CATWALK 
seem to go hand in hand with Vivienne Westwood.

At Paris Fashion Week in 1993, Naomi Campbell fell wearing sky-
high, blue ostrich leather Westwood platform shoes. 

My Westwood drama happened just before a celebrity event I was 
hosting in aid of Dress for Success Sydney, a charity dedicated to 
empowering women to become economically independent so they 
can thrive at work and in life. The theme was ‘100 Years of Power 
Dressing’, and for the finale I chose this stunning gold evening 
gown by Vivienne Westwood from her acclaimed 2011/12 ‘World 
Wide Woman’ collection. Very fitting. Or so I thought. 

Well, ‘fitting’ was the operative word in another sense. The 
Westwood gown is a glittery extravagance with a plunging cowl 
neck that disguises a boned, corseted bodice requiring careful 
zipping to create the desired Marie Antoinette effect. 

Waiting backstage for her big turn on the catwalk, the model 
wearing this masterpiece suddenly sneezed and the zipper burst 
apart with a dramatic ripping sound. All hell broke loose. Luckily a 
quick-thinking dresser took control, grabbing a needle and thread 
and stitching her back into the gown. Disaster averted just in the 
nick of time. 

As Dame Vivienne herself would say, ‘Keep calm and carry on.’
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AS MUCH AS CARRIE LOVED HER CHILDHOOD on her 
parents’ cattle ranch in Montana, when she had the chance, she 
was excited to swap chaps for party dresses and live in Hong Kong.

For a country girl who always yearned for something more, the 
dazzling nightlife and pace of the city soon made her realise that 
she was a party girl at heart – and the opportunity to dress the part 
was irresistible. 

Her first party dress was straight from the film La Dolce Vita. 
Like the slinky black dress Anita Ekberg made famous, it was 
sinfully seductive, with a halter-neck top, nipped-in waist and a 
gorgeous full, multi-layered skirt of fine black tulle, bedecked with 
shimmering silver paillettes. Carrie clearly had an eye for style as 
her dress was the work of Victoria Royal Ltd, the most coveted 
label for any woman of style on the island. 

Carrie was soon invited to all the best parties, and the Champagne 
Bar, an Art Deco nook in the lobby of the swanky Grand Hyatt 
Hotel, became her favourite haunt. It was the place to go for a late-
night drink and oysters. Against the bar’s 1920s-style backdrop 
of crimson velvet, smoky mirrors and soft lights, Carrie enjoyed 
more than a few romantic evenings. 

But as they say in Vegas, what happens in Hong Kong stays in 
Hong Kong. 
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A STRAPLESS EVENING GOWN JUST BEGS to be adorned 
with a string of precious jewels – or so Heloise believed. 

Heloise knew her jewels better than any woman. She was 
descended from a famous family of gemologists who bought and 
sold some of the world’s most beautiful jewels. When Heloise spied 
a necklace made from the finest Ceylonese rubies in the catalogue 
for Sotheby’s Magnificent Jewels auction in Geneva, she knew she 
was looking at a masterpiece. She also knew this ruby necklace was 
on the top of a Bollywood movie star’s shopping list.

But Heloise was determined. She could already see herself wearing 
it with the perfect dress. It was touch and go, but after a heated 
battle, the auctioneer’s gavel sealed her winning bid.

Heloise celebrated by wearing her new acquisition with this pink 
silk couture gown, bought at the swanky Swiss Bouchette Boutique, 
to a dinner at the Indian Embassy. In her gown and new necklace, 
she outdazzled even a Bollywood star.
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FASHION IS ALL ABOUT SHOWING OFF and strutting your 
stuff, and what better inspiration could there be than the male 
peacock. 

After all, nothing could be more spectacular than a peacock 
fanning his iridescent tail feathers during his dance of courtship. 
Miuccia Prada certainly thought so when she designed her 2005 
collection around birds of vanity and chose to feature this most 
ostentatious of birds. 

This glorious peacock feather skirt was one of the most fabulous 
and coveted pieces from that collection. It is the ultimate statement 
piece that looks best with a simple black top – nothing could or 
should compete with its feathery glory.   

In Greco-Roman mythology, peacock tail feathers represent the 
‘eyes’ of the stars. No wonder this skirt was so popular on the red 
carpet in Hollywood! 
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EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE IN A COLLECTOR’S LIFE, 
a donor comes along who raises the bar of your collection to 
dizzying heights through their exceptional bequests. Lucinda is 
one of these donors.

Out of the blue, several years ago, I received an email from a 
distinguished Sydney-based collector who knew all about my 
godmother Doris Darnell and how I had inherited her beloved 
collection. Lucinda wanted to donate several couture pieces to help 
my legacy ‘grow like Topsy’, as Doris liked to say.

I was gobsmacked when Lucinda donated a treasure trove of more 
than fifty couture and haute couture garments, many straight from 
the catwalk in Paris and Milan – Balenciaga, Dior, Valentino, 
Balmain, to name a few.

Better still, Lucinda has worn many of these pieces, so they have 
stories of their own. One of the most striking is this stupendous 
Givenchy Couture opera coat teamed with amazing thigh-high 
Alexander McQueen kid leather and snakeskin boots.

Without a doubt, some days I am living every woman’s dream.


