
Beneath the Darkening Sky 
 
Author: Majok Tulba 
 
 
Penguin Q & A with Majok Tulba, author 
of Beneath the Darkening Sky 
 
What is your new book about?  
Beneath the Darkening Sky tells the story of one boy’s 
struggle to be a child. 
 
When the rebels come to Obinna’s village, they do more than wreak terror for one 
night. Lining the children up in the middle of the village, they measure them against 
the height of an AK-47. Those who are shorter than the gun are left behind. Those 
who are taller are taken. Obinna and his older brother Akot find themselves as the 
rebel army’s newest recruits.  
 
But while Akot almost willingly surrenders to the training, Obinna resists, 
determined not to be warped by the revolution’s slogans and violence. In the face of 
his vicious Captain’s determination to break him, Obinna finds help in a soldier 
called Priest and the power of his own dreams. 
 
Beneath the Darkening Sky describes a life that is unimaginable, but one that is the 
experience of tens of thousands of child soldiers, like Obinna. Uncompromising, 
vivid and raw, it is an astonishing portrait of a mind trying to make sense of a 
senseless world. 
 
What or who inspired it?  
My experiences in South Sudan and refugee camps. 
 
What was the biggest challenge, writing it?  
The pain of reliving the memories of the images and the experiences. 
 
What did you want to achieve with your book?  
I wanted to write a book that will inform, educate and - in the best of all possible 
worlds -change the way we live for the better.  
 
What do you hope for your book?  
I hope it will be picked by the department of education for the next generations to 
understand the history of my country and the stories of many refugee migrants here 
in Australia. 
 
Are there any parts of it that have special personal significance to you?  



The scene where the grandfather blesses the grandson. 
 
Do you have a favourite character or one you really enjoyed writing?  
Sittina is my favourite character because she challenges Baboon and she is the reason 
that his character faces his dramatic point of understanding.  
 
What do you see as the major themes in your book?  
Civil war, child soldiers, hope, courage, love and friendship. 
 
What made you set it in Africa?  
Africa is where I witnessed the horrors of civil war and is where most child soldiers 
are recruited into civil wars. 
 
Did the title come instantly to you or did you labour over it?  
The title comes from personal experience sitting on a boulder in my homeland. The 
title links to what I was seeing and the political maelstrom. 
 
To whom have you dedicated the book and why?  
I dedicated the novel to the children who died in battlefield, the villages that were 
burned, the rights that were lost, the lives not lived and the voiceless everywhere 
and my grandparents. 
 
I dedicated the novel to the children because no matter how loud the scream or cry, 
no one can hear them. I dedicated the novel to my grandparents for it’s for them that 
I’m here today. I shared amazing stories that will last a life time. 
 
Who do you think will enjoy your book?  
Anyone who wants to know what’s happening beyond our shores and those who 
want to know the power of hope and human spirit. 
 
When did you start writing?  
I’ve always been a storyteller but when I came to Australia I was encouraged to 
write down my ideas and experiences. 
 
Did you always want to become an author?  
I always wanted to be a storyteller. No one gets paid to tell stories in my village. So 
Dad wanted me to work in the bank. 
 
Tell us a bit about your childhood?   
It was happy up until the Sudanese government forces attacked my village.     
 
If you’ve had other jobs outside of writing, what were they?  
My very first job was cleaning. I worked on construction sites and then worked for 
Catholic Education office as an African refugee Liaison officer. 
 
Describe yourself in three words? 
Energetic. Thinking. Dreamer. 


